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" If we look through Europe, we shall find, on the whole, that 
just those Nations and Countries have lost their faith in the Divinity 
of Christ, who have -given up devotion to Eps Mother ; and that 
those on the other hand who nave been foremost in Her honour, 
have retained their orthodoxy. Contrast, for instance, the Calvinists 
with the Greeks, or France with the North of Germany, or the 
Protestant and Catholic Communions in Ireland." — Letter on his 
Eirenicon to Bev. E. B. Pus&y, D.D., by John H. Newman, 
D.D., p. 97. London : 1866. 
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THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 



Mother ! whose virgin bosom was nncrost 
With the least shade of thought to sin allied ; 
Woman ! above all women glorified, 

Our tainted nature's solitary boast ; 

Purer than foam on central ocean toss't, 
Brighter than Eastern skies at daybreak strewn 
With fancy roses, than the unblemished moon 

Before her wane begins on Heaven's blue coast ; 

Thy image falls to earth. Yet some I ween 
Not unforgiven the suppliant knee might bend, 
As to a visible power, in which did blend 
All that was mixed and reconciled in thee 
Of mother's love with maiden purity, 

Of high with low, celestial with terrene. 

William Wordsworth. 



Behold thy Son. . . . Behold thy Mother. 



To 

Mother op God, 

Whom 
THE AUTHOR 
from earliest childhood has striven dutifully to honour ; Whose 
powerful intercession on behalf of the visible Reunion 
of Christendom and of our beloved island- 
home, he has daily sought ; 
and 

Whose gracious patronage and protection now and at the hoar 
of his death he constantly and earnestly asks ; 

THIS VOLUME, 

with the deepest veneration and profoundest duty, is 
humbly and reverently laid at 
Her Sacred Feet, 
as a Tribute of filial love and affection. 



Upon thy Right Hand did stand the Queen in a vesture of gold, 
wrought about with divers colours. 
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AVING been reminded by an Oxford 
friend and contemporary how, in many 
sermons preached in the University and 
other pulpits soon after the subject of the fol- 
lowing Essay had been formally decreed to be 
believed, the Thirty-Nine Articles were asserted 
to stand in direct opposition to that belief, it 
may be well at the outset (though the said 
Articles be not Articles of Faith) to briefly 
examine this assertion. Such examination may 
possibly prove of some interest to the reader. 

Be it first noted, however, that besides the 
festivals of our Divine Lord, the Conception 
(December 8th) and the Nativity (September 
8th) of His Blessed Mother * are retained in the 

* The following in special reference to the Feast of the Concep- 
tion was authoritatively set forth in the " Constitution " of Alex- 
ander the Seventh, dated Dec. 8th, 1661 :— " Regarding His most 
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" Kalendar " of the Book of Common Prayer, 
directly indicating Her eminent exaltation and 
dignity. 

The Nativity of St. John the Baptist (June 
24th) and his Beheading and Martyrdom 
(August 29th) likewise remain; though the 
proper services for the latter have been for cen- 
turies unfortunately abolished. Yet these com- 
memorations serve to show, as set forth in Holy 
Scripture, that St. John the Baptist's birth was 
not according to the ordinary laws of nature. 
Before his conception St. Gabriel had announced 
his character, and had declared that he would be 
supernaturally born. He was, as the sentence 
stands, " filled with the Holy Ghost from his 
mother's womb " (St. Luke i. 15). 

In the conception of each, there was a special 

Blessed Mother, the Virgin Mary, it is the old and devout belief of 
the faithful in Christ, that her soul, at the immediate moment of its 
creation and infusion into the body, and by the special grace and 
favour of God, and because of the merits of Jesus Christ, her Son, 
the Redeemer of the human race — was preserved and made free 
from the stain of original sin. And it is in this sense that they 
reverence and observe with solemn rite the Feast of her Concep- 
tion. . . . We renew the Constitutions and Decrees of our Pre- 
decessors, more particularly those of Sixtus the Fourth, Paul the 
Fifth, and Gregory the Fifteenth, published in favour of the 
sentence which affirms that the soul of the Blessed Virgin at its 
creation and infusion into the body was endowed with the grace of 
the Holy Ghost, and preserved from original sin." 
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and supernatural element. Both the Mother of 
God and the Forerunner of Her Divine Son — 
though in different degrees — were marked off 
from other saints, and cannot be referred to — as 
ordinary people are — in the Fifteenth Article of 
Beligion, the terms of which stand thus : — 

" Of Christ alone without Sin. 

" Christ in the truth of our nature was made 
like unto us in all things, sin only except, from 
which He was clearly void, both in His flesh and 
in His spirit. He came to be the Lamb without 
spot, who, by sacrifice of Himself once made, 
should take away the sins of the world; and 
sin, as St. John saith, was not in Him. But all 
we the rest, although baptized and born again 
in Christ, yet offend in many things ; and if we 
say we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us." 

There is no need to enter here into the curious 
and perhaps complex question as to how many 
or how few of the " Articles of Beligion " may or 
may not comprise or embody articles of Faith. 
Nor whether certain theological opinions current 
in England when they were set forth, are now 
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of any authoritative value or theological im- 
portance. 

Some statements may be quite certain facts); 
others again may be bold assertions which those 
who made them at the time believed to be facts. 
Others, again, may be historical or theological 
misconceptions current in the Tudor era — Cal- 
vinistic, Socinian or Lutheran phantasies — and 
still perpetuated; errors consequent on an un- 
intentional misreading of History, or a mis- 
understanding amongst themselves of excited 
and misleading disputants ; assertions accepted 
mainly by the prejudiced and misinformed, or 
deliberate and intentional ambiguities.* 

* As the late Rev. Dr. J. M. Neale so acutely observed with 
reference to such : — " In our Articles, when it is said that St. 
Jerome expresses a particular opinion respecting the Apocrypha ; 
that a certain Greek term has been expounded in four different 
manners ; that certain Churches have erred ; that the Pelagians 
hold a particular doctrine ; that St. Augustine holds a particular 
view respecting the participation of the Holy Eucharist by the 
wicked ; that the Injunctions of Elizabeth do most plainly testify 
to a tertain fact ; that school-authors say, that the works of the 
unregenerate deserve grace of congruity;— these are all historical 
assertions, which may or may not be true, but which we cannot 
be called upon to hold with a divine faith. Thus, when the Booh 
of Homilies ascribes a real existence to Pope Joan, it makes an 
historical assertion which is now known to be false. So again, 
when we are told that it is impossible for Christ's natural body to 
be at the same time in more places than one, this is merely a 
philosophical opinion, which may or may not be true, and which 
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The Fifteenth Article, however, as should be 
specially noted, never alludes either to the case 
of the Prophet Jeremiah * or to that of St. John 
the Baptist: while, as to the Mother of God, 
her blessed Name is not once mentioned 

we are neither concerned to defend or to attaek. . . . There are 
several assertions in the Articles that not only were never sanc- 
tioned, bat in the nature of things never could have been sanctioned 
by an Ecumenical Council ; and are in no way deduoible from any 
creed received by the Church. Such is that, ' the Second Book of 
Homilies contains a godly doctrine and necessary for the times ' ; 
such is that, * the sacrifices of masses were blasphemous fables and 
dangerous deceits ' ; such is that, * the Book of Consecration of 
Archbishops and Bishops, set forth in the time of Edward VI., 
hath nothing that, in itself, is superstitious and ungodly.' ... In 
the Eighth, the Three Creeds ought thoroughly to be received and 
believed — that is the aim and scope of the Article. The reason 
assigned, 'for they may be proved by most certain warrants of 
Holy Scripture,' is an argument, the reception of which is not of 
faith. In the Twenty-fifth : — ' They that receive them • — the 
Sacraments — • unworthily, purchase to themselves damnation, 1 as 
St. Paul saith. We are not therefore bound to hold that St. 
Paul was referring to Baptism also, in the passage to which the 
Article here alludes. So, in the Fourteenth, the aim and scope 
of the Article is to maintain that « Works of supererogation cannot 
be taught without vanity or impiety.' The text alleged, ' Whereas 
Christ saith plainly, When ye have done all that are commanded 
to you say, we are unprofitable servants,' may or may not be, and 
we may, or may not, hold it as conclusive." — Lectures on Church 
Difficulties, by Rev. J. M. Neale, pp. 190, 191, 193. London: 
1852. 

* " Then the Word of the Lord came unto me saying, Before I 
formed thee in the belly I knew thee ; and before thou earnest out 
of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto 
the nations."— Jeremiah I 4, 5. 
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throughout it. An indirect reference to Her 
whose flesh her Divine Son had taken, occurs in 
a reference to the Flesh of Christ as " clearly 
void" of sin. 

It must, at the same time, be pointed out that 
this article directly avoids any reference to the 
Sinless Conception of the Mother of God — 
neither denying it nor affirming it — leaving it, 
in fact, as it then was, a pious conviction with 
many, but an open question. 

For these reasons, therefore, I venture to 
maintain that the Articles have little or nothing 
to do with the subject-matter of this Essay. 

The doctrine defined in the profound and 
luminous document translated and set forth in 
the " Appendix " cannot of course be said to be 
as yet the doctrine of the Church of England. 

Perhaps it might be further contended that at 
present the local Church in question has no 
doctrine, teaches nothing, on the subject, either 
one way or the other, — though in past times a few 
of her ministers have certainly upheld it, while 
many of her children have spontaneously 
accepted it. For, when the point has been con- 
sidered, any Christian's moral nature instinc- 
tively revolts against the idea that God the 
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Eternal Son, when conceived of the Holy Ghost, 
united Himself to a body of sin. 

But after the many advantageous changes 
which this century has witnessed, a hope and 
wish that the Sinless Conception of Our Lady 
may speedily become Church-of-England doc- 
trine appears at once reasonable and full of 
charity — more especially when it is remembered 
that such doctrine is now universally and 
authoritatively held in every part of Catholic 
Christendom. 

The misunderstandings regarding it, however, 
are as yet so grave and general in the National 
Church, because the study of theology has been 
too generally neglected in the past, and eccle- 
siastical prejudices appear just now so manifold 
and multiform, that it may be safely asserted 
that, should any hundred of the clergy be 
required to state the doctrine scientifically and 
with accuracy, not ten of these would be found 
willing and able to do so. 

May the Spirit of Light and Truth grant that 
the facts and reflections of the following Essay 
— based throughout on Authority — may tend to 
the deepening of Catholic Truth in the minds 
of men of goodwill amongst us, and so to the 
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restoration of Peace by Corporate Eeunion under 
the Father of the faithful in God's Most Holy 
Name. Amen. 

F. G. L. 

Axl Saints' Vicarage, Lambeth, 
Candlbmass, 1891. 
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FROM THE VEKY EEV. FATHER 
TONDINI DE QUAEENGHI, Baknabite.* 

Paris, March 5, 1891, 

Dear Reverend Dr. Lee, 

I most heartily congratulate you for 
Laving undertaken to write an Essay in defence 
of the Immaculate Conception of Mary, and 
hope it may prove a valuable contribution to 

* I may properly add here that this celebrated theologian, more 
than ten years ago, read a paper (previously given before the 
Catholic Academia of London) at All Saints' Vicarage, Lambeth, 
before a gathering of more than sixty representative English 
clergymen and others, having the following title: "Change in 
Faith, or Development ? A Critical Exposition of Si Vincent of 
Lerins' * Quod semper, quod nbiqne, quod ab omnibus.' " It bore 
upon the official infallibility of the Father of the faithful, and 
its relation to the movement for Corporate Reunion, and was 
issued as a pamphlet by John Hodges of London, publisher, in 
1881. 
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the work of Keunion, to which you have 
devoted yourself. In fact no true Keunion 
of Christendom is possible except on the basis 
of a frank acceptance of every doctrine which 
is, for Roman Catholics, de fide. 

Your Essay proves the progress which both 
this conviction and the devotion to our Blessed 
Lady are making in England, of which, of 
course, I cannot but rejoice. Whatever may 
be the way in which you deal with the subject 
of Mary's Immaculate Conception in order to 
make the doctrine acceptable to the members 
of the Church of England, I feel sure, by all 
I know about your feelings towards our Blessed 
Lady, that your book will prove useful not 
only to them, but also to Russians. The 
circumstance of your having been so much 
connected with the transactions for bringing 
about doctrinal agreement between the Anglican 
and Graeco-Russian Churches in 1866, have 
conciliated to you sympathy and authority 
amongst Russians ; especially when defending a 
doctrine openly professed, in the seventeenth 
century, by the Orthodox Academy of Kieff, and 
forming an explicit belief in a profession of 
faith of the Staroveres, who certainly did not 
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receive it from Pius IX. but from their Christian 
forefathers. 

May God bless your new contribution to the 
work of Keunion ! 

With all good wishes, 

I remain, yours most truly in Christ, 

C. TONDINI DE QlJARENGHI, 

Barnabite. 

II. 

FKOM EX -PROFESSOR CHRISTOPHER 
DAMALAS, of the Holy Eastern Church. 

[Translation by M. M.] 

Most dear and well-regarded Friend, 

With unaffected gratification, I have 
read your Essay ; though trifling portions are 
not to my acceptance in all small particulars of 
some of its words and sentences. Others, with 
me, would be used for the more care. 

Howbeit, the opposite or contradiction of 
your chosen proposition, — even that " the all- 
blessed and most-glorious Theotokos was con- 
ceived in sin and so came under the authority 
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and influence of the Old Serpent who is Satan," 
— is surely and altogether opposed to Christian 
traditions and Orthodox beliefs. You are verily 
in the right. 

Our service-books and words of praise and 
prayer, as also our most-divine forms of worship, 
(as you have learnt,) uphold this, your conten- 
tion in theology; which the Orthodox on all 
sides accept, and which I believe trustingly 
that your British assemblies of the venerable 
[clergy] may never once be found to range 
themselves, either personally or by office, 
against the same most holy belief, — certain, by 
God's gift, and always unchangeable. Though 
the World circles round and round, yet the Cross 
standeth sure. ... 

Having, therefore, ever in my breast the hope 
of Union, in the sight of God and man, for 
which both of us pray (as also each for the 
other,) believe me, my valued friend, I am, 
in charity and unfeigned affection, 

Yours sincerely gratified, 

Che. Damalas. 

From Peba, 

February, 1891. 
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Once on a time, my own sweet child, 

There dwelt across the sea 
A lovely Mother, meek and mild, 

From blame and blemish free. 
And Mary was Her Blessed Name 

In every land adored ; 
Its very sound deep love should claim 

From all who love their Lord. 
A Child was hers— a heavenly birth 

As pure as pure could be ; 
He had no father of the earth, 

The Son of God was He. 

Robert Stephen Hawker. 
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IT is a somewhat gloomy feature in the 



general brightness of the Oxford move- 



ment of 1833 — which was originally 
constructive, and in several respects has done 
so much to reverse the disastrous work of de- 
struction under Henry the Eighth, Edward the 
Sixth, and Elizabeth Boleyne — that three such 
notable Anglican divines as the late Dr. Pusey, 
Bishop Forbes of Brechin and Canon Liddon, — 
ranking themselves on the negative or destruc- 
tive side, — should have been unable to have 
accepted the reasonable proposition that Our 
Lady never for a single moment came under the 
dominion of Satan, for this is what her Sinless 
Conception means. Their opinions, — such are 
but those of individuals having no official 
character to revise the Universal Church's 
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decisions, — were placed on record and put forth 
after Authority had spoken urbi et orbi, and 
after those opinions had become consequently 
and properly subject to consideration, by him 
who holds his Master's Keys : — a fact which, 
when the chronology of the controversy is 
remembered, gives a somewhat deeper shadow 
to the gloomy feature already referred to. 

These writers, as will be seen, not only dis- 
puted on and discussed the subject of Mary's 
Conception while disputations were permitted 
(action perfectly reasonable) ; but, when Autho- 
rity spake, repudiated both the consensus in 
judgment of the Catholic episcopate and the 
authoritative work of its divinely-guided mouth- 
piece. 

In the whole of Dr. Pusey's celebrated 
treatise* it is not easy to find out exactly what 
his positive belief was with regard to Our Lady's 
Conception. This may appear from the obscure 
and sometimes confused form of his sentences 
and the general ambiguity of certain of his argu- 
ments. He is often cloudy and involved where 
he might have been distinct and clear; con- 

* "An Eirenicon, in a Letter to the Author of the Christian 
Year," by E. B. Pusey, D.D. Oxford : 1865. 
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stantly avoiding plain and definite utterances, 
except when he attacks the policy of the Father 
of the faithful for having promulgated an 
authorative utterance concerning the Blessed 
Mother of God. Though Dr. Pusey's reading 
was admittedly so deep and wide; yet his 
language was often the reverse of luminous : 
while in the Public Letter on the subject of this 
book, he fell into several singular and notable 
mistakes — publicly pointed out by Father Harper 
— neither explained nor explained away.* To 
the following pregnant questions no direct re- 
sponse was ever given: — Was that conception 
unquestionably sinless ? Was she the " Blessed 
amongst women " from the first moment of her 
existence, free from every stain of sin, or was 
she for a time distinctly under the dominion of 
Satan ? Was the Blessed Mother of God, at 
any moment, by reason of our first Parents' fall, 
a servant of the Devil ; or was she, for the sake 
of Her Son, and His Divine Work, specially 

* Is Healthful Reunion Impossible ? " by E. B. Pusey, D.D. 
Oxford : 1870. On p. 355 of this volume the following Notice was 
printed : " This volume is to have an Appendix in answer to Mr. 
Harper's Strictures." No such answer, however, ever appeared, 
though many of Father Harper's comments had certainly been 
very pertinent and powerful. 
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preserved by a distinct and unique act of grace 
from every touch and taint of both original and 
actual sin ? 
The late Bishop Forbes wrote thus : — 
" Who that is familiar with the books of de- 
votion current amongst members of the Roman 
obedience can have failed to have been struck 
with the strong language used with regard to the 
present office of intercession of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary? It is very painful to have to 
object when one desires to be at one ; it is 
melancholy for those who strive and pray for 
unity, to allude to a cause of unhappy division ; 
and yet, when one comes to read of her being 
immaculate in Her Conception, her office as 
1 co-redemptrix ' of the human race, and of her 
' delegated omnipotency ' and similar expressions, 
can one wonder at any degree of reaction against 
such exaggeration ? "* 

Of course, if the Blessed Virgin, from her 
throne of dignity 7 and glory in Heaven, takes no 
sort of interest in members of the Church on 
earth, prays not for them, intercedes not with 
Her Divine Son on their behalf, is indifferent 

* 41 A Short Explanation of the Nicene Creed," by A. P. Forbes, 
D.C.L., second edition, pp. 198, 194. Oxford and London : 1866. 
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towards, or at least passive, regarding them ; if, 
in truth, as some assert, she is not in Heaven at 
all; but slumbering somewhere or other in a 
place unknown, and quite unconscious of man's 
dangers and altogether uninterested in the needs 
of his warfare ; if, in fine, she is not an inter- 
cessor in any way or form, and the whole 
patristic idea is a delusion, then, Bishop Forbes's 
lamentations on the subject which he admits 
were "very painful," — a fact I will not take 
upon me to dispute, — might have some reason- 
able foundation in fact. 

A similar position unfortunately was taken up 
by the late Canon Liddon in his "Bampton 
Lectures," — a position scarcely in harmony with 
the faith as set forth in the writings of St. 
Justin Martyr, Tertullian and St. Irenaeus; 
though not altogether unsupported by Christian 
writers of subsequent ages who wrote, however, 
before Authority had spoken. Here follow the 
Canon's arguments : — 

"Between the imposition of the 'Homo- 
ousion ' and the recent definition of the Immacu- 
late Conception, there is no real correspondence. 
It is not merely that the latter is accepted only 
by a section of the Christian Church, and was 
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promulgated by an authority whose modern 
claims the fathers of Nicaea would have regarded 
with unfeigned astonishment. The differences 
between the two cases is still more fundamental ; 
it lies in the substance of the two definitions 
respectively. The Nicene fathers did but assert 
a truth which was held to be of primary and 
vital import from the first ; they asserted it in 
terms which brought it vividly home to the 
intelligence of their day. They were explaining 
old truth, they were not revealing truth un- 
revealed before. But the recent definition 
proclaims a new fact ; or rather it asserts that 
an hypothesis, unheard of for centuries after the 
first promulgation of the Gospel, and then 
vehemently maintained, and as vehemently con- 
troverted by theologians of at least equal claims 
to orthodoxy, is a fact of Divine Kevelation, to 
be received by all who would receive the true 
Faith of the Kedeemer. In the one case an 
old truth is vindicated by an explanatory re- 
assertion ; in the other a new truth is added to 
the Creed. The Nicene fathers only maintained 
in the language of their day the original Truth 
that Jesus Christ is God: but the question 
whether the Conception of Mary was or was 
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not sinless is a distinct question of fact, standing 
by itself, with no necessary bearing upon her 
office in the economy of the Incarnation, and 
not related in the way of an explanatory vindi- 
cation to any originally revealed truth beyond it. 
It was one thing to reassert the revealed God- 
head of Jesus; it is in principle, a funda- 
mentally distinct thing to ' decree a new honour' 
to Mary. The Nicene decision is the act of a 
Church believing itself commissioned to guard 
a body of truth delivered from Heaven once for 
all. The recent definition presupposes a church 
which can do much more than guard the faith, 
which is empowered to make continual additions 
to the number of revealed certainties, which is the 
organ no less than the recipient of a continuous 
revelation. It is one thing to say that language 
has changed its value, and that a particular 
term which was once considered misleading will 
now serve to vindicate an ancient truth ; it is 
another thing to claim the power of transfiguring 
a precarious and contradicted opinion, resting on 
no direct scriptural or primitive testimony, and 
impugned in terms by writers of the date and 
authority of Aquinas, into an alleged certainty 
said to be imposed upon the faith of Christen- 
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dom by nothing less than a Divine authority. 
Nothing then is less warrantable than the state- 
ment that those who reject the Immaculate 
Conception would of old have rejected the 
Homoousion. No rhetorical vehemence should 
persuade us that those who bow with implicit 
faith before the Nicene decision are bound, as 
a matter of consistency, to yield the same 
deference of heart and thought to the most 
modern development of doctrine within the 
Latin section of Catholic Christendom.' * * 

On this series of assertions, it may be respect- 
fully remarked, firstly, that Truth does not 
change. Least of all can dogmatic facts alter. 
What was truth when the descent of the Holy 
Ghost upon the Mother of God and the Apostles 
took place on the Day of Pentecost, is truth now 
and will be truth at the Day of Judgment. The 
fact of the Sinless Conception of Mary — unless 
she was under the dominion of Satan, a fearful 
idea — was a fact then, as it is a fact now. Its 
acceptance or rejection does not in any way alter 
its truth, whether few Christians realized it of 

* 41 The Divinity of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." Eight 
Lectures, &c, by Henry Parry Liddon, M.A., pp. 649-651. London: 
1867. 
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old or none at all. There it was, part of the 
original deposit — a most important detail of the 
Incarnation of the Eternal Word. Natural 
reflection by Christian writers, a statement or 
contention of what occurred to each in contem- 
plating or treating the mystery, due study of 
other doctrinal truths and dogmatic facts, neces- 
sarily tended to throw a light upon the true 
position of the Blessed Mother of God and her 
work in the scheme of man's redemption. 

Secondly : If in the face of intellectual error, 
it was necessary to insist on a particular term — 
as it unquestionably was — by which to maintain 
that the Divine Son of Mary was of one sub- 
stance with the Father ; it was equally necessary 
later on, when fresh aggressions upon the doc- 
trine of the Incarnation of the Eternal Word 
had appeared — to maintain that His Blessed 
Mother, the new and better Eve (He was bone 
of Her bone and flesh of Her flesh), had never 
even for a single moment come under the 
devastating dominion of the Enemy of souls. 
This truth, which St. Justin Martyr, Tertullian 
and St. Irenseus of an early age, and Bede and 
iElfric of a later, so luminously stated by impli- 
cation, and which the dogmatic utterances of 
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Herbert de Losinga, the first Bishop of Norwich, 
at once proclaimed and accepted as part of God's 
revealed Will, can scarcely with accuracy be 
written of as "a precarious and contradicted 
opinion, resting on no scriptural or primitive 
testimony." 

Again: the authority of the One Universal 
Church surely is divine — as divine now as it 
was at Nicsea and Ephesus — otherwise, unhappily 
for him, man owns neither spiritual teacher who 
can speak with unerrancy nor certain guide for 
his walk along the narrow way. 

When duly considered and analyzed, the above 
objections of Dr. Pusey, Bishop Forbes and 
Canon Liddon — obvious appeals from lawful 
Authority to self-asserting individualism, from 
one above to the multitude below — appear to 
amount merely to this — that, in their own 
opinions, the respective authors objecting ought 
to have been allowed either to have confirmed, 
modified or rejected altogether the solemn and 
settled decision officially put forth in 1854. In 
their plain and literal statements they can 
scarcely mean less. But surely this was a little 
unreasonable and more than dangerous. 

With the large amount of evidence in exist- 
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ence — a mere skeleton of which is here set forth 
— it is not easy to understand how the Anglicanist 
dignitaries quoted could have taken up the singu- 
lar and somewhat illogical position assumed by 
each : unless indeed, being unaccustomed to 
witness any exercise of spiritual authority * in 
the National Church (by reason of its isolation 
and want of power) they one and each became 
over-fearful when the Father of the faithful, in 
the Name of his Divine Master, once again 
spake with no ambiguity, but with authority and 
" not as the Scribes." 

It may also be here remarked, concerning 
recent events, that the negative position com- 
plained of, as regards later Tractarian leaders, 
has all too soon — even within forty years — 
brought its own Nemesis. As History proclaims, 

* The counter-utterance of English Bishops at Lambeth in 1867 
for example was so ambiguous and misleading — probably intention- 
ally so — that, while it appeared to the populace to be directly 
condemnatory of the Decree of 1854, in truth it might have been 
accepted by the faithful : for it condemned a theological proposition 
which had never been put forth by divine authority and, at the 
same time, upheld a practice that had never been disapproved. The 
ill- constructed paragraph in question regarding Mary '* being a 
mediator in the place of her Divine Son " — i.e., a mediator of 
redemption — was such a glaring theological blunder, that, as 
Archbishop Manning pointedly observed at the time, any Boman 
Catholic would most cordially have agreed with it. 
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wherever the Blessed Virgin has been passed by 
unhonoured, Her Divine Son in turn is soon 
dishonoured likewise. 

When, then, two specific and important insti- 
tutions, Keble College, and the Pusey House, 
Oxford, were formally and munificently set up, 
in order to commemorate and continue the con- 
structive Tractarian movement; when (as it 
was fondly thought) the best and most learned 
men of a younger generation were selected to 
man the battered walls of insular Orthodoxy, to 
repair and restore any existing breaches, and to 
defend the Citadel of Truth, no person could 
have been then found rash enough to have 
forecast recent events ; in which combined 
writers from both institutions are found to have 
become systematic aggressors of the Catholic 
Faith and, as some maintain, open deniers of 
more than important Christian principles and 
teaching. 

Of the effect of this wholly unanticipated and 
disastrous onslaught from within, it is impossible 
at this period to write with adequate precision. 
The principle of criticism already admitted must 
bring about very grave consequences. But here 
it may be suitably remarked — and the actual 
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words put on record, — that, three months before 
Canon Liddon's untimely and lamented death, 
an Anglicanist dignitary wrote to me as 
follows : — 

" I have just seen Liddon, and never saw any 
one so distressed and so altered in my life. His 
sighs about Gore's new criticism were so deep 
and long-drawn that I felt for him more than I 
can express. This Lux Mundi-businesa will 
certainly be his death. He is sadly broken. 
After all that Pusey and he tried to do to stop 
the inroads of destructive criticism at Oxford, 
what an agonizing feeling it must have been 
that the new Keble and Pusey-House School, 
which openly denies that Christ is omniscient 
and perfect God, were giving, as it were, a stab 
in the back to Tractarian theology, and indi- 
rectly inviting Kome to stand in the gap which 
their own policy had made ! " * 

Who can presume to calculate how many 

* Before making public the above, which in the interest of Truth 
ought to be known, though the facts it embodies have been as yet 
carefully and even painstakingly suppressed — I took leave to ask 
the late Canon's brother, Dr. Edward Liddon of Taunton, as to its 
accuracy, who on Dec. 12, 1890, most courteously wrote thus in 
reply : — " I think your friend perfectly correct in the measure he 
took of the depth of my late brother's feeling on the Lux Mundi 
book, as well as of the effect it had on his general health." 
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dangers of our present position might not have 
been successfully avoided had the true doctrine 
of Mary's Sinless Conception, as defined in 1854, 
been recommended by Dr. Pusey and his trustiest 
followers for acceptance and promulgation to the 
faith and obedience of all Christian members of 
the Established Church? For such teaching 
forms an outer defence of the central Christian 
verity of the Incarnation. 

That such authority as was then exercised is ' 
still disregarded by the phrase-repeaters of a 
local nationalism in religion, is nothing new. 
For example : — In one of the Kitualistic news- 
papers* — in the pages of which ambiguous 
assertions and flippant eccentricities, both reck- 
lessly set forth, constantly take the place of the 
solid learning and reverential language of the 
old Tractarians — the following inaccurate and 
misleading statements are on record. The 
Editor is apparently giving advice to some 
correspondent : — 

" If you hold that the Invocation of Saints 
as practised in the Komish Church, and the 
doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of the 
B. V. M. are Christian truths, you cannot 

* Church Times, Dec. 2, 1887. 
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honestly take Orders in the Church of England. 
You should remember that the last-named 
doctrine was not formulated till 1854, and then 
on the sole authority of one of the most incapable 
Popes that ever lived." 

Now this statement contains, either by insinu- 
ation or implication, numerous obvious mistakes, 
an utter misapprehension of History and several 
grave imputations, e.g. : 

1. That the Invocation of Saints — only the 
" Communion of Saints " of the Apostles' Creed 
put into practice — is wrong and to be depre- 
cated. 

2. That the doctrine of the Sinless Conception 
of Our Lady is not Christian teaching, but false 
and anti-Christian. 

3. That this Truth was first formulated in 
1854, which is altogether erroneous. 

4. That, by implication (putting aside the 
speaking evil of dignities) Christian offices depend 
for their importance and validity not upon the 
grace of character or office sacramental or 
official, but upon the personal abilities and 
human characteristics of the holder. 

5. And a most uncharitable and insulting 
reference to one of the saintliest and most 

8 
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zealous Fathers of the faithful in these latter 
ages. 

Surely, therefore, such an Essay as the present 
is much needed, so as to set forth what has been 
so long held, and what has been at length fully 
and finally decreed, in regard to a most impor- 
tant and fundamental part of God's perfect 
revelation. 

This theological Essay, it may be added, is 
founded upon an article which originally 
appeared in The Union Beview * for 1868. 

That article, from my pen, was written at a 
period when the dogmatic decree of 1854 was 
spoken of in vague but violent language which it 
is far better not to quote ; and when that decree 
was looked upon by almost every Anglicanist 
as a fresh difficulty in healing the distressing 
divisions of Christendom. 

In the years 1854, 1855 and 1856, some of the 
most astounding and unwarrantable assertions 
regarding this doctrine were made from^the pulpit 
of the University Church in Oxford, and in too 
many pulpits of the national communion. Some 
of the " wild and whirling words " which I 

* The Union Review for 1868 — "The Conception of the 
B. V. Mary," pp. 513-527. London: 1868. 
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myself heard fall from the lips of English pre- 
lates and dignitaries made me verily shudder. 
For they went at once, as it appeared, to under- 
mine all faith in the Church Universal as a 
teaching body, and many ancient traditions pro- 
videntially surrounding and hedging-in the 
doctrine of God manifest in the flesh; while 
certain comments and criticisms on the Sinless 
Conception made in the diocese of Oxford at 
the first ruridecanal meeting I ever attended 
were of so extravagant and repulsive a nature, 
that I have never taken kindly to ruridecanal 
meetings ever since — regarding them as occasions 
for the airing of crudities and crotchets, often as 
rugged and rude in their form as they are in 
themselves vain and worthless. 

Since then, all that I have read and pondered 
over relating to the subject only tends to bring 
out a recognition of the charity, prudence and 
wisdom of those who co-operated in the solemn 
definition in question ; whether theologians, 
universities, members of religious orders, bishops 
of dioceses, or the Father of the faithful him- 
self, visible head and chief bishop of Christen- 
dom. 

Here it may be properly remarked to those 
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who profess to reverence the Fathers; but who 
nevertheless do not appear to believe in the 
Church, that a church, lacking the voice of 
divine Authority, would, for teaching purposes, 
be no church at all. Such would necessarily be 
the case at any time of the Christian era ; but, 
at a period like the present, when, with sects 
and schisms constantly breeding and new 
difficulties started, intellectual license has be- 
come so wild and rampant. When, moreover, 
some persons go so far as impiously to declare 
that the Catholic Eeligion is "an exploded 
superstition/ ' * and its ancient doctrines need 
only a quiet burial-place, it is essential that, as 
on the one hand disorder and error abound, so 
on the other truth should be authoritatively 
declared by one divinely guided to officially 
declare it. For, by such method alone, and not 
by national federations nor local councils nor 
imaginary compacts \ could the World realize 

* "The Church of England, like the people of England, will 
never return to the errors of Borne ; while it protests solemnly 
against such unbelieving expositions of the Christian Faith as 
would reduce the religion of Christ to the rank of a mere human 
philosophy, it will never for fear of infidelity ally itself to an ex- 
ploded superstition." — 4< The Church and Law : A Letter to Canon 
Carter, by A. C. Tait, p. 28. London : 1877. 

| E.g., the so-called u Beformation-compact," which it is the 
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the presence and power of the Church of Jesus 
Christ, and note distinctly one fresh exercise of 
its divine and beneficent teaching. 

As we all know, the Church of England has 
not as yet promulgated the doctrine of the 
Sinless Conception, nor on the other hand has 
it been denied. Such cannot, however, in 
equity be held to be a doctrine of the Church of 
England, until it has been formally accepted by 
its authorities and with equal formality set forth. 
Hence, like other Catholic doctrines, some 
Anglicanists hold it, while others reject it, — a 
somewhat unhappy and unfortunate state of 
affairs, bequeathed to us by reason of the Tudor 
Kevolutions and breach of Visible Unity, — a 
state of disorder not likely to be improved or 
mended, until Corporate Keunion — which may 
God grant ! — has been duly effected. 

Of course it is quite within the rights of a 
single national province to promulgate and make 
known the decrees of its superior authority, — 
a complete national synod or a patriarchal utter- 
interest of some talkers and scribes to venerate as having had a 
true existence, but which has never yet been produced, the terms 
of which cannot be set forth, and which only exists in the minds 
of those who mislead their fellow-creatures by the adoption of con- 
venient phrases instead of consistent principles. 
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ance ; but, reversing the point, it never can be 
either the right or the duty of the bishops of 
a limited district, whether such district be 
diocesan, provincial or national, to go contrary 
to the decrees of a more wide-spread and superior 
jurisdiction, which has already duly enshrined or 
properly declared any portion of the Christian 
Faith. Least of all can it be permissible — either 
to Bishop, Professor or Canon — to dispute or 
deny the power of lawful Authority, when such 
has been duly and beneficently exercised. In 
truth it is no more within the rights of a 
National Church — that is, for example, the 
provinces of Canterbury and York — to revise the 
decisions of the Bishops of the Universal Church 
with St. Peter's successor at their head, than it 
would be for the combined County Councils of 
Surrey and Sussex to overrule or ignore the 
action and laws of our Imperial Parliament. So 
that if thus much be admitted as regards 
principles, it necessarily follows that the 
" Articles of Keligion" of the Established 
Church, not Articles of Faith, — whatever their 
exact nature and meaning, — lack an essential 
feature, even due ecclesiastical authority for 
their loose phraseology and imposition. For 
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as yet both the explainers and controversialists 
of three centuries and a half have never once 
been able to settle amongst themselves what 
several of the Articles mean. 

Hence, while making my article in The Union 
Beview of twenty-two years ago the basis of this 
extended Essay, I have largely added to its facts 
from time to time, and now complete and issue 
it, with the single intention of smoothing away 
difficulties which to the insular and prejudiced, 
often crop up, even in the course of conversa- 
tion and intercourse with English clergymen of 
the Eeunion band. For, before our very eyes, 
God has so blessed the movement for Corporate 
Eeunion, by altering the sentiments of English- 
men who adhere to the National Keligion con- 
cerning the Church Universal, that such a 
blessed Kevival may be nearer than some of us 
anticipate, and the Oxford movement may be 
about to be crowned. Our chief Archbishop, to 
his great credit, openly prefers continuity to the 
Tudor wrench * — St. Augustine and St. Anselm 

* u The very Establishment which was set up in rivalry to the 
Church, with a Royal supremacy triumphantly pitted against 
a Papal supremacy — this very Establishment has changed its 
temper and attitude. Its Bishops, ministers and people are busily 
engaged in ignoring or denouncing those very Articles which were 
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to Cranmer, Poynet and Bale ; while the Faith 
of the Church of England of to-day, as generally 
accepted and taught, is as unlike the official 
teaching of the reigns of Edward the Sixth and 
Elizabeth,* as light is unlike darkness. I do 
not claim that my Essay contains anything new. 
To many and varied writers of different ages and 
nationalities I have gone for assistance; and 

drawn up to be their eternal Protest against the Old Religion. 
The sacramental power of Orders, the need of jurisdiction, the Real 
Presence, the daily sacrifice, auriotdar confession, prayers and 
offices for the dead, belief in Purgatory, the invocation of the 
Blessed Virgin and the saints, religious vows and the institution of 
monks and nuns, . . . are now openly taught from a thousand 
pulpits within the Establishment, and as heartily embraced by 
many crowded congregations. Even the statue of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary has been set up with honour over the principal side 
entrance to Westminster Abbey, and She has been recently en- 
throned upon a majestic altar under the great dome of St. Paul's. 
Though there be sixty thousand preachers and ministers through- 
out the land pledged by their profession to denounce the Catholic 
Church, we find the Archbishop of Canterbury claiming with eager 
jealousy Catholic descent and continuity with the Church of St. 
Gregory, St. Augustine,' St. Anselm, St. Thomas and St. Edmund. 
Societies are formed, tracts and books are written, lectures are 
delivered all over the country to prove to the people that the past 
three hundred years have been a dismal mistake and that the 
Church of England after all is not a Protestant, but the true 
hereditary Catholic Church and nothing less."— England's Conver- 
sion and the Power of Prayer, by Herbert, Bishop of Salford. 
Preston : 1890. 

* See, for a detailed illustration of this, an article on "The 
Elizabethan Religion," in The Universal Review for October, 
1890, pp. 238-256. 
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have endeavoured, without undue length, to set 
forth the true position with terseness and 
lucidity. So far as it upholds the one perfect 
Eevelation of Almighty God in Christ regarding 
our Blessed Lady, I trust it may be read and 
regarded: so far, on the other hand, as it 
unintentionally sets forth any statement which 
is erroneous or any theological position un- 
warranted, I hope it may be passed over 
unnoticed, speedily forgotten, and its author 
pardoned. 
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Ave Virgo singularis, 
Porta vitae, Stella maris, 

Ave deous virginum ; 
Tota virgo Bed feounda, 
Casta corde, carne munda, 

Gignens Christum Dominum. 

Mater Ejus qui creavit, 
Qui distinxit et ornavit 

Caelum, terrain, in aria, 
Vivit, regnat, dominatur, 
Cujus nullo terminatur 

Fine regni gloria. 

Adam de S. Victor. 



CHAPTER II. 



[E Christian Religion, as will readily 
be admitted, depends altogether upon 
the fundamental doctrine of God mani- 
fest in the Flesh. " Other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesu& 
Christ." * Of such religion He is the Corner- 
stone. The union of two perfect natures, — the 
nature of God and the nature of man, — in one 
person, our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, is the essential and substantial part of 
the Catholic Faith, t Our Divine Lord's words 

* 1 Cor. iii. 11. 

f " So long as men submit their wills to truth and justice, so 
that there is no intentional divergence between God's will and 
theirs, they thus join themselves to their Creator — as do the recog- 
nized and illustrious saints — in a special and peculiar manner, and 
God is with them. But, with the Blessed Virgin, who was united 
to Him by flesh as also by will, this union is simply unique. For 
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and works have their value because He respec- 
tively spake and did them, and He is God as 
well as man. He was " conceived of the Holy 
Ghost ; born of the Virgin Mary." 

Unless, therefore, this doctrine had been 
authoritatively secured, no Christian teaching 
would have had any meaning at all. Yet no 
doctrine has been so universally or artfully 
assailed. This profound mystery of God mani- 
fest in the flesh has been continuously attacked 
from all sides, and is still being widely repu- 
diated. 

For example, some heretics arose and made 
themselves heard, who denied the perfection of 
the Divine nature of Christ ; others, again, have 
denied the reality and completeness of His 
human nature. During the life of St. John the 
Evangelist the fact of our Lord's perfect nature 
as man was first questioned and then repu- 
diated.* Sojne persons maintained, for example, 

from the substance of God and Her substance, came the one 
Christ, True God and true man, who was neither all from God nor 
all from Mary ; and yet, at the same time, was wholly His and 
wholly hers, without being two sons, but one only, the Son of 
Each."— The Rev. T. T. Lee, B.A. Oxon., Vicar of Thame, a.d. 
1795-1840. 
* 1 St. John iv. 1-8. 
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that His Sacred Body was altogether unreal, 
having only the appearance of a hody. Others 
affirmed that, though His Body appeared to he 
such, it was not in truth made of flesh and 
hlood like our own, hut was created hy some 
other method and of other materials. So that 
to such persons our Lord's sufferings in the hody 
were only apparent and not actual and true ; 
while He was consequently not very man. 
Others, again, held that His Body might have 
heen human and natural, possibly it was, hut 
that the Divine Son of God only allied Himself 
to it, after it was born, and withdrew Himself 
from it before the Crucifixion. 

Subsequently (from another point of view and 
by other heretics) His Divinity was assailed 
with vehemence and pertinacity. Such main- 
tained that He was without doubt very man, but 
that He certainly was not the one true and 
living God ; that He was not Himself a partaker 
of the Divine nature. They allowed, however, 
that He was something more than an ordinary 
man; that He owned God-like properties and 
gifts ; that He was notably just and singularly 
holy ; that the Eternal had no doubt specially 
favoured Him ; that He was evidently inspired 
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to be a prophet and teacher of mankind ; that 
His words were often wise ; His sayings most of 
them good ; but that nevertheless * He was not 
truly " God of God and Light of Light, Very 
God of Very God." Such persons, separating 
the two natures of God and Man, denied the 
perfection of either the one or the other ; and 
so by consequence rejected altogether the true 
doctrine of the Incarnation. 

Hence the Church — which is the divine Guar- 
dian and Keeper of the Faith — was bound from 
time to time to speak and declare the Truth, 
and did so with no possible ambiguity ; but 
clearly, definitely and once for all. As errors 
arose, they were considered, dealt with, and 

* " The error of Nestorius consisted in this, that be maintained 
that there were two persons in Jesus Christ, viz. : the Son of God 
and the Son of Man ; so that the Blessed Virgin according to this 
error was only the mother of the Son of Man, and not the mother 
of the Son of God. Therefore to avoid the error of Eutyches, as 
well as that of Nestorius, a Christian most believe that in Jesus 
Christ there is only the Divine Person of the Son of God, having 
two natures, the divine and the human, with their respective 
operations ; so that Jesus Christ was not a moment man without 
being God ; consequently the Blessed Virgin, having conceived 
and brought forth an Infant, who was true man and true God, 
must be called True Mother of God. This was St. Cyril's doctrine, 
and that of the whole Catholic Church in his time, and ever has 
been before and since." — The Woman Blessed by all Generations , 
rfc, by Rev. Raphael Melia, D.D., p. 321. London : 1868. 
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condemned. And this not during the first six 
centuries only, hut during every century. The 
Church has put forth her judgments, canons 
and decrees in every age, from the earliest 
Christian era to that in which we now live. 
Always able to teach, yet only defining doctrine 
as necessity arose ; waiting in patience for dog- 
matic facts to be considered and regarded from 
every point of view, and to become ripe for 
settlement in every part of Christendom, 
Authority spake so as to remove difficulties and 
to guide and protect the faithful. The powers 
of the Church as Guardian and Keeper of the 
Faith which never changed are neither weakened, 
withdrawn, altered nor curtailed. Such are 
what they have ever been, and such they will 
remain in accordance with our Lord's promise 
unto the end of the dispensation and until the 
day of doom. 

Now one most reasonable method of preserving 
the Christian Faith from misrepresentation, 
obscurity, disintegration and decomposition, — as 
so many of the schoolmen and later saints saw 
and acknowledged, — is a complete and perfect 
realization of the fact of the maternity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. On this foundation, — so 
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important and fundamental a detail of the Incar- 
nation, — rests this divine and immutable Truth. 
In His human birth Christ Jeans iras made as 
other men are, only God was His ^Father. For 
as the most elementary Christian Creed declares, 
He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 
the Virgin Mary — " solitary in her greatness 
amid God's vast creation." * He was a perfect 
man, with body, soul and spirit, born of a woman. 
He had been carried in the womb, brought into 
the world as others are, suckled at the breast 
and watched over in infancy. He was an infant, 
the Babe of Bethlehem, He grew to be a youth, 
a young man, and finally became of thirty years 
of age, when He began His public ministry, " to 
be about His Father's business." Yet, at the 
same time, His Mother was a Virgin and was 
always a Virgin ; * for Her only-begotten Son was 

* It is impossible, in a brief space, and when writing on a col- 
lateral subject, to do more than glance at the impious statement 
of Alford, sometime Dean of Canterbury, in his edition of the 
Greek Testament. To every reverent Christian mind, his com- 
ments on St. Matthew xiii. 55, are simply painful and repulsive. 
No man, believing the Catholic doctrine of the Incarnation, could 
possibly have written as he did on the " brethren of the Lord." A 
plea that the unhappy man was honouring our Divine Lord by 
disparaging and insulting His Mother cannot be for one moment 
entertained. To Catholic Christians such a notion is abhorrent. 
Archdeacon Farrar appears to have duly followed Alford, and the 
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the Son of God. " The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall 
overshadow thee ; therefore also that Holy Thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God."* 

But, before proceeding with the special subject 
of this Essay, it is necessary to point out in 
detail how several important subjects were 

numerous German critics from whom the latter borrowed his 
conceptions and comments, in an article which appeared in Smith's 
" Dictionary of the Bible." On the other hand, the late Bishop J. 
B. Lightfoot's " Commentary on the Epistle to the Galatians " 
tends to refute the above-named disagreeable sentiment; while 
Dr. W. H. Mill, in his " Mystical Interpretation of the Gospels," 
pp. 267-274 (London : 1861), distinctly maintained the Faitb. 

Such profane babblers and their theological indecencies were 
long ago exposed by Bishop Bull who wrote : — " The necessary 
consequence of this dignity of the Blessed Virgin is that she 
remained for ever a Virgin, as the Catholic Church hath always 
held and maintained. For it cannot with decency be imagined 
that the most holy vessel, which was thus once consecrated to be 
a receptacle of the Deity, should afterwards be desecrated and pro- 
faned by human use." 

" If she is not to attract our homage, why did He make her 
solitary in fier greatness amid His vast creation ? If it be idolatry 
in us to let our affections respond to our faith, He would not have 
made her what she is, or He would not have told us that He had 
so made her; but, far from this, He has sent His Prophet to 
announce to us * A Virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and they 
shall call His Name Emmanuel,' and we have the same warrant for 
hailing her as God's Mother as we have for adoring Him as God." 
— Letter to the Rev. E. B. Pu*ey, D.D., on his Eirenicon, by John 
Henry Newman, of the Oratory, p. 92. London : 1886. 

* St Luke i. 35. 
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allowed to remain open questions, until settled 
and closed by Authority. Those five subjects 
referred to in the pages which immediately 
follow, are only a few, though not the least 
important. Such, however, will serve to illus- 
trate this historical fact. 

From time to time, as traced on the pages of 
history, it is found that certain Fathers of the 
Church and teachers of a later period, freely 
expressed their own individual opinions * regard- 
ing current doctrines ; opinions which, until 
such doctrines had been officially and authori- 
tatively declared to be either right or wrong, 
true or false, it was perfectly open to them both 
to hold without offence and to express. 

When, however, as the Blessed Cardinal 
Fisher pointed out, through Peter's successor,! 

* For example. On the subject of our Lord's flesh, certain of the 
Fathers — writing before the subject had been settled — held that it 
was " a flesh of sin.' 1 For example, St. Proclus writes of the Body 
of our Blessed Lord, as a " body of sin" ; while St Hilary, when 
discoursing on the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, declares that our 
Saviour " received a flesh of sin, that by taking our flesh, He 
might forgive our sins" And, a still more loose and notable 
phrase was written by St. Gregory Nazianzen, who wrote that the 
Word made Flesh " tool- condemned flesh.' 1 Yet surely no one 
will venture to maintain that these holy Saints and Fathers main- 
tained that our Divine Lord was conceived in original sin. 

f " The First General Council acknowledged the authority of 
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as the mouthpiece of the Bishops, and declaring 
the mind of the Church, the Truth of such doc- 
trines was thus explicitly defined, or current 
errors on the other hand pointed out, — Mace- 
donianism, Sabellianism, and Nestorianism being 
by this mode authoritatively condemned, — the 
subject was at once and for ever closed. So 
that obedience and dutiful acceptance hence- 
forward took the place of disagreement and con- 
troversy. 

It is wonderful to trace in history such in- 
flexible uniformity of teaching as has been 
delivered from time to time by the Father of the 
faithful, and this ranging over so wide a field of 
theology, in pontiffs of such different characters 
and nationalities, living under such varied and 
difficult circumstances. Except on the reason- 
able supposition that Almighty God by His 

Sylvester, Bishop of Borne, by sending their Decrees to be ratified 
by him. The Council of Constantinople did acknowledge Pope 
Damasus to be their chief, by admitting him to give sentence 
against the heretics Macedonius and Sabellius. The Council of 
Ephesus admitted Pope Celestine to be their chief judge by admit- 
ting his condemnation of the heretic Nestorius. The Council of 
Chalcedon admitted Pope Leo to be their chief head : and all 
General Councils of the World admitted the Pope of Borne to be 
the Supreme Head of the Church." — B. Cardinal Fisher's Speech 
to the Fathers of the Church of England in Synod assembled. 
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Holy Spirit has been always with them and over 
them, to preserve them from all doctrinal errors, 
— as our Blessed Saviour had promised to be 
with the Apostles and to guide them into all 
truth, — it is quite impossible to account for so 
apparent and remarkable a phenomenon. 

The fundamental doctrine of the Blessed 
Trinity, for example ; the errors of Pelagius, 
and such details as surrounded the complex sub- 
ject of original sin, are found to be under dis- 
cussion; the apparently conflicting utterances 
of certain respected writers regarding predesti- 
nation and grace ; the rebaptizing of those 
persons whom heretics had already christened ; * 
and the question of Traducianism, not finally 
settled until the year 3661, are likewise examples 
in point. 

Let these five subjects, therefore, be here 
briefly considered in detail, bearing as they one 
and all will be seen to do upon that of Our 

* A canon enacted at a Diocesan Synod of Chichester, (a.d. 
1246) thus so tersely, expressively and beautifully describes the 
point and purport of the Catholic Sacraments : — " Sunt autein 
Ecclesiastica sacramenta septem : baptismus ingredientium ; con- 
firinatio proeliantium ; Eucharistia itinerantium ; poenitentia 
redeuntium; extrema unctio exeuntium; ordo ministrantium 
conjugium laboranthim.'*-- Concilia, Wilkins, torn, i, p. 688. 
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Lady's Sinless Conception now under consider- 
ation. 

1. The Blessed Trinity. Very grave dis- 
cussions have occasionally arisen as to the 
orthodoxy of several ante-Nicene writers on this 
subject. Much of their language, reasonably 
enough, is notably obscure ; some in the light of 
subsequent decrees must be pronounced to be 
inaccurate ; while no single writer of the period 
in question can be named who sets forth this 
doctrine so luminously and concisely as it is 
found enshrined and declared in the authorita- 
tive and unchangeable Creeds of Christendom. 
And this for the most obvious of reasons, — that 
no individual Father or writer was infallible, or 
was ever regarded as such, and consequently any 
one was liable to make a mistake — to exaggerate 
or minimize a venerable tradition, to understate 
or overstate a doctrine — until the subject under 
dispute was gravely and patiently considered 
from every point of view by the wisest, the most 
learned and the saintliest, of every diocese, 
previous to the formal and final declaration of 
Authority. 

2. In the case of Pelagianism, Julian, the 
ablest writer of those who maintained it, and to 
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whom St. Augustine of Hippo replied, quoted 
largely in support of his position and principles 
from the works of several Oriental writers, more 
particularly from those of St. John Chrysostom. 
Nothing, (humanly writing) had tended more to 
the extension of the errors in question than 
certain quotations from previous Christian writers 
which Julian had triumphantly set forth. Until 
these errors had been patiently discussed, sifted 
both as to their character and consequences, 
examined from every point of view, and con- 
demned by lawful Authority, no blame could 
possibly attach to any who had unwittingly 
given them support. When Pelagianism was 
thus once for all condemned, no orthodox 
Christian could henceforth uphold it or defend 
its supporters. 

3. Predestination and Grace. In the case of 
St. Augustine of Hippo himself, and the grave 
and often-disputed question of Predestination 
and grace, there can be little doubt that certain 
of the condemned propositions of Baius and 
Jansenius promulgated long afterwards,* were 

* The " Five Propositions " of Jansenius, extracted from his 
" Angustinu8," which were condemned by Innocent the Tenth 
(a.d. 1644-1655) stood thus :— 

44 1. Some of the commandments of God, to jost men willing 
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most probably drawn up in the very phraseology 
of St. Augustine's writings and possibly in some 
sense embodied his spirit. Even Calvin claims 
him as having long previously approved of his 
own ghastly heresies; while Luther declared 
that the teaching of justification by faith only, 
which is now known to be so demoralizing, was 
found in several passages enshrined in the 
acknowledged writings of the same illustrious 
Father. There is nothing strange, however, in 
all this. The gift of theological unerrancy never 
belonged, nor was supposed to belong either to 
a local gathering or to a special Christian writer; 
but only in its corporate capacity to the One 
mystical Body, Christ's Holy Church Universal, 

and striving, according to their present strength, are impossible ; 
and the grace is lacking to them, by which they might become 
possible. 

"2. In the state of fallen nature, there is never any resistance to 
inward grace. 

44 3. In the state of fallen nature, freedom from necessity in 
man is not requisite for meriting reward, but only freedom from 
coercion. 

44 4. The Semi-Pelagians allowed the necessity of preventing in- 
ward grace for every action, even for incipient faith, and they were 
heretical in that they thus made grace something which the human 
will may either obey or resist. 

** 5. It is Semi-Pelagian to say that Christ died for all men, or 
shed His Blood for all." 
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speaking by its Divine mouthpiece in the Name 
and on behalf of Almighty God. 

4. Again. The question of the validity of 
baptism by heretics was for long considered 
open. Moreover, the method, manner, form and 
matter of this Sacrament — whether also it could 
be validly administered by a layman or woman, 
and whether a person could baptize himself* 
— were also under consideration and dispute for 
some centuries.! Every personal fancy concern- 

* As to the " general question of the validity of lay-baptism, it 
has been shown that such baptism, when administered with the 
proper matter and form, was, from the first ages, recognized and 
allowed by the Catholic Church. It has been proved that the 
decisions of the Church of England are agreeable to, and con- 
tinually enjoin that ancient and universal practice down to the six- 
teenth century t is agreed that there was no alteration 

from the old observance, according to the long-established rubrics 
of the Sarum and other manuals of the English Church made in 
the revised rituals of K. Edward VI. or in the Book authorized 
daring the reign of Q. Elizabeth." — Holy Baptism, by W. 
Maskell, M.A., pp. 218 and 222, second edition. London : 1848. 

f Amongst early heretics several most notable and eccentric 
errors for a time prevailed. Later on, Melanothon's inadequate 
definition — " Signum quo Deus nobiscum agit, et recessit nos in 
gratiam " — makes the Sacrament a bare sign, while his definition 
of it might equally be applied to preaching. The same is the case 
with that of Calvin : "Baptisme is a signe of the en triage wherewith 
we are received into the felowship of y e Church, that being graffed 
into Christ, we may be reckoned amonge the children of God " 
(Calvin's " Institutes," translated into English, and published a.d. 
1578). 



of tlie Mother of God. 



43 



ing Baptism, when such arose, was duly dealt 
with. First ordinarily came contention; then 
an appeal to antiquity, custom and experience. 
Here and there some innovation made its 
appearance and held its own for awhile. For 
instance, it might be argued, — that were a priest 
or deacon held to be essential to the validity of 
baptism — this Sacrament consequently could 
not be universally received nor generally be- 
stowed : but could be given only where a priest 
or deacon was to be found, and therefore 
could not be held to be necessarily essential, 
or of any great importance. Whereas, the 
Church Universal indisputably teaches the 
validity of lay-baptism and that " Baptismus 
est janua Sacramentorum." Moreover, a deacon 
is more akin to a layman than to a priest — the 
essential duty and function of the sacerdotal 
office being the offering of Sacrifice. Subse- 
quently came a careful sifting of existing evidence, 
both written and oral, a painful consideration of 
every criticism or objection ; and at last, when 
discussion had been exhausted, an appeal to 
Authority to determine exactly what was per- 
missible to be held and done and what was not ; 
what was regular and what irregular, and finally 
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as regards its administration, what was valid and 
what was invalid.* Consequently no one living 
in a Christian country need now plead ignorance 
of what is meant by that fundamental article of 
the Apostles' Creed, " I believe in one baptism 
for the remission of sins." 

5. As a fifth example of opposite and con- 
tradictory opinions existing, until Authority 
speaks, let that of Origen regarding the deriva- 
tion of the human soul be considered. He held 
and asserted that such was transmitted by the 
parent in the generation of its offspring ; and 
not by the direct and immediate creation by 
God. This was chiefly maintained, however, (as 
his defender, St. Pamphilus declared,) to ensure 
the free and due discussion of the subject, and 
not at all as endeavouring himself to personally 
settle the controversy. Tertullian, in his treatise 
" On the Soul," upheld the like opinion. St. 
Gregory of Nyssa writes of the same as in his 
day current and generally popular; while St. 
Jerome, who was himself altogether against it, 

* " In causa necessitatis non solum sacerdos vel diaconus, sed 
etiam laicus vel mulier baptizare potest, dummodo form am servet 
ecclesiae, et facere intendat quod facit ecclesia." — Concil. Man&i. 
torn, xxiii. col. 1055. ("The Decree of Eugenius IV. to the 
Armenians.") 
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leaves no doubt that the opinion was almost 
universally accepted throughout the Church ; 
while St. Augustine of Hippo, testifies to the 
same fact ; but, on the other hand, appears him- 
self to have advocated it. So late as the time 
of St. Gregory the Great (a.d. 590-604), the 
controversy was being still energetically carried 
on : while some subsequent writers of repute 
openly maintained Origen's opinion ; though St. 
Thomas Aquinas at a later period put it aside 
as savouring of heresy. In the seventeenth 
century, however, under Fabio Chigi, Pope 
Alexander the Seventh (a.d. 1655-1667) — the 
general sense of the Church having been long 
previously gathered and recognized, — the theory 
that the soul is immediately created by Almighty 
God was formally decreed. Thus, at length, 
the question so often in dispute was once for all 
settled. The growth of conviction had been 
perfectly natural, the controversy for purposes of 
elucidation not unreasonable, the final decision 
divine. 

There can be no doubt whatsoever that the 
subject of this treatise, — the question of the 
Blessed Virgin's preservation from every stain 
of original sin, — was for several generations under 
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dispute amongst Christian teachers, and that 
early Christian writers can he found who, with 
some ambiguity of language perhaps, take 
directly opposite sides. A distinction between 
an active and passive exception was not in 
former times adequately realized. Pope Inno- 
cent the Third,* however, put the case quite 
tersely ; and his personal judgment was at once 
followed by many disputants. Nevertheless 
this controversy lasted for generations. Feta- 
vius, the well-known theologian, points out 
that some of the Fathers, amongst whom he 
enumerates SS. Basil, John Chrysostom and 
Cyril of Alexandria, did not recognize the 
doctrine. " It does not appear to have been 
accepted as a dogma of faith, in former times," 
he declares, " since most of the Holy Fathers 
-have occasionally written regarding it with no 
sufficient propriety, influenced by trifling reasons 
and sometimes by none at all." t 

Later on, as is well known, St. Bernard was 

* Innocent the Third (Lothario Conti, a.d. 1198-1216) wrote 
thus : — " For there is a double conception ; one of the seed, and the 
other of the nature. The first consists in the concurrence, the 
second in what is formed. For the parents concur in the first, the 
offspring contracts in the second." 

+ "De Incarnatiooe " (Petavii Opera), lib. xiv., c. 1. Antwerp: 
1708. 
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reckoned amongst it opponents, as also St. 
Thomas Aquinas, who notwithstanding wrote 
thus : — " Purity is understood by the absence 
of that which is contrary thereto. Therefore a 
created being may be found than which nothing 
possibly can be more pure in creation, if it be 
not defiled by any contagion of sin. Such was 
the purity of the Blessed Virgin, who was free 
both from original and actual sin. But she was 
beneath God, forasmuch as she had the power to 
commit sin." On the other hand, Duns Scotus 
upheld the teaching that Mary was not con- 
ceived in sin, and he was eventually followed by 
many others. 

Elsewhere St. Thomas appears indefinite in his 
opinion upon this point, and to contradict him- 
self. His chief difficulty, stated more than once, 
appears to have been — " How could Mary have 
been redeemed ? How could Christ Jesus have 
been Her Saviour, if she had never sinned?" 
His own principle so clearly enunciated above, 
but which he had failed duly to apply, was of 
course, as can now be seen, the true solution. 

At the same time — though controversy often 
waxed fast and furious — Authority occasionally 
intervened, when discussion on some detail, fact 
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or inference had worn itself out ; and spoke, to a 
certain extent, with freedom and force, restricting 
henceforth the range within the confines of which 
such discussion should he made. For example, 
in 1483 Sixtus the Fourth (Francis della Rovere, 
a.d. 1471-1484) issued a formal document in 
which those who so strangely maintained that it 
was mortal sin to uphold the fact of the Sinless 
Conception, were condemned, and this authori- 
tative decree was subsequently accepted by the 
Council of Trent.* 

The great and most learned commentator, 
Cornelius k Lapide, after a detailed consideration 
of the opinions and statements of early Christian 
writers, as likewise of the controversies on the 
subject by those of later periods, sets forth the 
following : — 

* " This same Holy Synod doth nevertheless declare that it is 
not its intention to include in this decree ('On Original Sin') the 
Blessed and Sinless Virgin Mary the Mother of God ; but that 
the Constitutions of Pope Sixtus the Fourth of happy memory, are 
to be observed, under the pains contained in the said Constitutions, 
which it renews.*' — Canons and Decrees of the Council of Trent, 
p. 24. London : 1851. See also Canon xxii. Sess. vi. " on Justifi- 
cation." — " If any one shall say that a man once justified can sin 
no more, nor lose grace, and that therefore he that falls and sins 
was never truly justified ; or, on the other hand that he is able 
throughout his whole life, to avoid all sins, even those which are 
venial, except by a special privilege from God, as the Church holds 
respecting the Blessed Virgin, let him be anathema." — Ibid. p. 45. 
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" The Blessed Virgin sinned in Adam, and 
incurred this necessity of contracting original 
sin ; but she did not in fact contract original sin 
in herself, nor had it. For she was anticipated 
by the Grace of God, which in the first moment 
of her conception excluded all sin from her." * 

And again, to the same effect : — 

"All died in Adam, for all contracted the 
necessity of sin and death, even the Mother of 
God. So that both she and mankind needed 
Christ for a Redeemer and His death. The 
Blessed Virgin, therefore, sinned and died in 
Adam ; nevertheless, in her own person she did 
not contract either sin or the death of the soul, 
for she was anticipated by God and His 
Grace." t 

Here a crucial consideration naturally comes 
in, which ought always to be borne in mind : — 
As the Fathers of the first six centuries — re- 
garded as individuals — do not appear to be the 
most trustworthy teachers and guides touching 
the two thus current theories regarding the 
origin of the soul ; for the simple reason that at 
that period Authority had as yet kept silence, 

* " Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans." 
t " Commentary on the Second Epistle to the Corinthians." 

5 
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so neither to the conflicting opinions of the 
Schools, however logical, curious, or apparently 
conclusive, can the same dutiful regard be given 
as to the Source of Authority, where, after 
prudent debate and charitable patience, such 
Authority is Divinely-aided to speak for instruc- 
tion, guidance, and warning of the faithful once 
for all. 

Here it should be noted how strong, direct and 
fearless are the statements of many of the Ori- 
ental Liturgies and service-books in regard to 

the subject of this Essay. This conviction that 
our Mother by Grace continually intercedes for us 
is expressed at the Divine Liturgy, by the side 
of the sick man's bed, when the penitent sinner 
hears the absolving words, and when, both for 
the departed and the survivors, the faithful in 
Christ are laid in the earth to await the Judge's 
return and the resurrection of the body. These, 
— not mere private forms of prayer or devotional 
utterances, — are the formal, public and author- 
ized services of the Eastern communities. Were 
it not that Oriental opinion is somewhat fossil- 
ized, and devotional sentiment sometimes too 
cold and retiring, members of the Church of 
England would long ago have found out that 
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Eastern Christians corporately honour the 
Mother of God whose conception was spotless. 

In several cases which follow, it will be noticed 
that prayers are ended with expressions such as 
" by the intercession of the Mother of God " — a 
point of great interest as directly and distinctly 
indicating how deep a hold devotion to Our Lady 
had upon primitive Christians of the East, and 
how entirely in harmony with their faith, senti- 
ments, traditions and devotions was the formal 
and final Decree of a.d. 1854.* 

A few examples, carefully chosen and rendered 
into English, in which the sense of the senti- 
ments are faithfully reproduced with the aid of 
an Oriental scholar of the highest eminence, and 
of Father G. Bickell of Minister, are here set 
forth :— 

In the first part of the Liturgy of St. James of 
Jerusalem, the following may be found : — 

"Lift Thou up the horn of Christians, and 
pour down upon us Thy rich mercies, through 
the power of the precious and life-giving Cross, 

* It is with the Easterns that the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
so many of his suffragans specially desire 'union and intercom- 
munion. At present they pass by and leave unnoticed the Visible 
Head of the Church Universal, the Father of the faithful. This, 
no doubt, will come later. 
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by the grace of Thy light-bringing third-day 
resurrection from the dead, at the intercession 
of our all-holy and Blessed Lady Mary, the ever* 
virgin Mother of God, and all Thy saints." * 

Again! before the Epistle of the Holy Liturgy 
now in use : — 

" O Holy God, who dwellest in the high and 
holy place, whom with their 'Holy, holy, holy/ 
the Seraphim praise, sanctify our souls and 
bodies, and grant us to serve Thee in holiness all 
the days of our life, through the intercession of 
the holy Mother of God and of all the saints." t 

And again : — 

" Let us again and again and for ever, pray to 
the Lord in peace. Let us pray that the Recep- 
tion of these His Holy mysteries may be to us 
for the averting of every evil thing, for a viati- 
cum to eternal life, for the communication and 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

" The Priest prays : 

" Commemorating our most holy, undetiled, 
superlatively-glorious and Blessed Lady, the 
Mother of God and ever- virgin Mary, and all 

* "Codex Liturgicus," by Assemani, torn, v., p. 71. 
t See the Venice Edition, a.d. 1882, of the " Eachologion " itu 
loco. 
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the saints, who have pleased Thee from the 
beginning of the world, Let us commend our- 
selves to one another, and our whole life, to 
Christ our Lord God. 

"People. To Thee, Lord." * 

In the ancient Alexandrian Liturgy the follow- 
ing rubric and most notable invocation may be 
found : — 

" The priest thrice incenses in front of tlie 
image or picture of the Virgin, saying : 

' i Rejoice O Mary, beautiful Dove, who has 
borne for us God the Word. With the Angel 
Gabriel, we salute Thee, saying, Hail! full of 
grace, the Lord is with Thee. Hail! Virgin, 
true Queen. Hail ! thou glory of our race, for 
thou didst bear Emmanuel. faithful advocate, 
remember us, wo beseech Thee, in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that He may put our 
sins away." t 

At what is technically known as " the Com- 
memoration," in the Syrian Liturgy, the follow- 
ing appears : — 

" Priest. Especially, in the first place, do we 

* " The Ancient Liturgy of the Church of Jerusalem." Quarto, 
p. 92. London : 1741. 
f Aroemani, torn. viL, p. 20. 
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make mention of the holy, glorious and ever 
Virgin, Mary. 

" Deacon, O Lord God, remember Thou her, 
and because of her holy and pure prayers, be 
Thou propitious, have mercy upon u 8 and 
graciously hear us. 

" Priest. Mother of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
pray for me to Thy sole-begotten Son, Who came 
of Thee, that He, having remitted my sins and 
offences, may vouchsafe to accept this sacrifice 
from my humble and sinful hands, offered by my 
vileness upon this Thine altar, through Thy 
intercession, most holy and spotless Mother." 

At the offertory in the Rite of St. John 
Chrysostom, the following may be found : — 

"In honour and memory of our singularly- 
blessed and glorious Queen, Mary Mother of 
God and ever-virgin ; by whose intercession, O 
Lord, vouchsafe to receive this sacrifice at Thine 
altar in Heaven." * 

And this is taken from the Oriental " Horo- 
logium " : — 

"0 Almighty God, who, looking upon the 
Earth doth make it tremble, deliver us we be- 
seech, Christ our God, and pour down upon us 

* «' Euchologion," Goar, p. 58. 
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Thy richest mercies, through the intercession of 
the Mother of God." * 

The following from various Oriental service- 
books : — 

a holy God and immortal, visit us we be- 
seech Thee with Thy gracious goodness ; forgive 
our every sin ; sanctify our souls ; and grant us 
grace to serve Thee all the days of our life, 
through the intercession of the Mother of God 
and all Thy holy saints." 

" Let us beseech the Lord again and again, in 
holy confidence. Help and save us, God, pity 
and preserve Thou us through the intercession 
of the all-holy, sinless, and most blessed and 
glorious Mother of God." 

" Lord God Almighty, Holy and Immortal, 
Holy and most pitiful, restore Thou this Thy 
servant lying on the bed of sickness. Cure 
Thou and heal every infirmity and supply every 
spiritual and temporal need, by the intercession 
of the sinless Mother of God and all the saints." 

And the following for a blessing upon a par- 
ticular locality : — 

" Lord God Almighty, Holy and Immortal, 
bless and sanctify this place, by and through the 

* " Horologum!," p. 12. Ed. Venei, 1886. 
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intercession of our Most Glorious Lady, 
Mother of God, ever-virgin and stainless/* 

And again : — 

" Save me, O Lord my God, Who art glorified 
in Three Persons, from all evil and injury; and 
protect Thy flock which follows Thee, for the 
sake of the intercessions of the sinless Mother of 
God." 

The following are the terms of a Morning 
Prayer :— 

u good God, having risen from slumber, 
we fall down before Thee, singing the angelic 
hymn, ' Almighty God, Holy, holy, holy art 
thou Lord most high.' Have Thou mercy 
upon us through the Mother of God." 

" God, s Thou hast raised me from my couch 
and sleep, lighten Thou my mind, and open 
Thou mine heart and lips that I may duly sing 
of Thee most Holy Trinity and praise Thy 
Name. Holy, holy, holy art Thou Lord God 
Almighty, have mercy upon us through the 
Mother of God." 

And this, in preparation for the general 
judgment : — 

" The Judge shall soon appear, and the deeds 
of all shall be revealed, when judgment shall be 
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proclaimed. Lord God, holy and immortal 
art Thou, have mercy upon us through the 
Mother of God." 

Thus, then, there can be no doubt that the 
idea of the Blessed Virgin having been, even for 
a single moment, under Satan's sway, is utterly 
repugnant both to the instincts and traditions of 
the considerable body of Oriental Christians, 
whether schismatics or heretical. Though 
numerous organic separations have taken place 
amongst Eastern Christians, and this centuries 
ago, yet from every side, as later on will be seen, 
there comes an acknowledgment of the dignity 
and prerogatives of Mary, with an instinctive 
conviction of Her sinlessness; and not simply 
in the glowing language of private devotions but 
in the formal, public and authorized worship 
offered to the Almighty. The language of the 
ancient Liturgies is quite clear and precise on 
the point. It is too clear to be misunderstood ; 
too precise to be perverted or explained away. 
So likewise are the ejaculations, invocations, and 
prayers to the Blessed Mother of God — quite 
incapable of being misunderstood — enshrined in 
their liturgical and ritualistic books. "It is 
nothing new/' wrote Professor Christopher 
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Damalas of Athene— a member of the Greek 
schism — so early as the year 1855, "we have 
always held it and ever taught it, from the first 
periods of Christian antiquity : or rather, I 
should point out that, it has been devoutly taken 
for granted as a sacred fact ; too sacred, indeed, 
for the wranglings of disputants, and not 
requiring any definition from the See 01 
Rome," 
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Earth gave Him one lodging ; 'twas deep in thy breast, 
And God found a home where the sinner finds rest ; 
His home and His hiding-place, both were in thee, 
He was won by thy shining, sweet Star of the Sea. 

Frederic Wilfred Faber. 





CHAPTER III. 

]NE preliminary detail for consideration, 
in order adequately to grasp the 
general subject, is the actual rela- 
tion of parents to their offspring as regards 
conception. A child does not derive all its 
creation at one moment, and from one source. 
Every child has two conceptions — active and 
passive. Its body is transmitted, as God hath 
ordained that it should be, by its parents; its 
soul is infused by the Most High Himself. This 
transmission of the body is the first or active 
conception.* Such act is that by which all are 
truly and properly of the one body of Adam. 



• The late Dr. Posey's opinion that the body, by itself, apart 
from the soul, is capable of original sin, does not appear to be 
borne oat either by past opinion or present authority. 
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The infusion of the soul, by which the body 
receives its animation, is the second, and is 
known as the passive, conception. 

Until the period of St, Thomas Aquinas the 
fact of these two conceptions lay obscured and 
had not been formally and thoughtfully drawn out. 
Hence a confusion of ideas and expressions may 
sometimes be found in Christian writers who 
lived before the thirteenth century. Hence too, 
arose several forms of opposition to a doctrine 
which had not then been adequately realized or 
technically and precisely set forth. 

Even now, Human Knowledge has notoriously 
been unable to fix the exact period of animation ; 
but, whenever such may take place, it is quite 
certain that the body is transmitted and 
organized before the soul is infused. The latter 
is consequent on the former, and cannot there- 
fore be identical ; no matter how brief may be 
the interval in time. Moreover, the transmitted 
body, before the soul is infused, possesses no 
moral qualities, is not the subject but the cause 
of sin. Deriving from its origin the poison of 
concupiscence, the body has its disordered 
powers and properties brought into activity by 
animation; while the soul, called into being and 
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infused without grace, becomes in the natural 
order more disordered, more confused and more 
distorted, until by baptism, the door of the 
sacraments, its owner is born anew in the 
supernatural order. 

And now let it be duly and carefully appre- 
hended in what Mary's special conception 
consisted. While the rest of the children of 
Adam are conceived in sin, the Blessed Virgin 
alone, from the moment of the infusion of her 
soul, — that is at her passive conception, — 
appeared most beautifully adorned with Divine 
grace. This fitting and miraculous preservation 
from the taint of original sin was of course 
wrought solely and wholly through the merits 
of Jesus Christ, Her Son and Saviour, whose 
Mother she was predestined to be. Thus, like 
all the rest of mankind, she was most certainly 
redeemed by the Saviour of the World, the one 
Mediator of Redemption ; but her redemption 
was necessarily unlike that of those who had 
contracted the taint of original sin. In these 
latter, redemption was a remedy : in the case of 
our Blessed Lady it was a preservation. In her, 
grace did not cancel sin, as it does in us and all 
mankind ; but preserved her from ever incurring 
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it,* Eor mankind generally redemption was 
recovery:, for Mary the Mother of God it was 
immunity. 

Such is an important and most essential detail 
of the Catholic Faith, in perfect harmony with 
reason and Revelation. England,! with Chris- 

* As to this foot Anthony Stafford, a member of the National 
Church, thus beautifully wrote in the middle of the seventeenth 

century 

"Ere she could utter holy worn* die made holy signs, by which 
she made knowne the sanctity of her heart. The first word she 
learn' d to lispe was lehovaK She sent forth many a sigh for sinne, 
not having committed any, and bewailed that of which she was 
utterly ignorant/ 1 — The Female Glory, p, 20, 

f For example On a brass at Burford Church, Oxon, to the 
memory of John Spycer, a.d. 1437, the following lines conclude a 
rhyming epitaph in black letter :— 

"Now Jh'u that dydyst on a tre 
On us have mercye and pite. 
Marye moder mayde clere have m'cy on me 

j6n spycer 

And on me Alys his wyff, Ladye for thi joyes fyve." 

The following monumental inscription to a Dean of Windsor, 
dated a.d. 1510, likewise remains in St. George's Chapel, Windsor 
remarkable for its testimony to the belief in Our Lady's Sinless 
Conception : — " Orate pro animabus Regis Henrici VII et Cristo- 
feri Urswyk quondam eius Eleemosinarii magni et istius Collegii 
Decani. © Ave Maria, etc Et Benedicta sit sanctissima tua Mater 
Anna, et qua sine macula processit tua purissima Caro virginea, 
Amen. Deus qui per Unigenitum tuum, ex utero Virginis incarna- 
tum, ac morte passum, genus humanum redemisti, eripias quaesu- 
mus animas Henrici VII ac Cristoferi, necnon omnium eorum 
quos ipse Cristoferus, dum visit, offendit, ab eterna morte, atq' ad 
eternam vitam perducas per X m Dominum nostrum . Amen." 
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tendoui at large, accepted it ; though its growth 
as a doctrine was gradual, until it was declared 
by Authority to be true. It can now no more be 
rejected by those professing to hold that Divine 
and sacred deposit, than the solemn and satisfy- 
ing decrees of Nicaea, Ephesus or Trent. 

As a consequence of the sin of our first 
parents Adam and Eve, not of our own past sin, 
all human persons, save the Mother of God, are 
sinners. Not only are they thus destitute of 
habitual grace, but, in some sense, they find 
themselves under God's displeasure, and a just 
sentence of eternal punishment, whether such 
punishment be positive or negative ; while, even 
when original sin has been remitted, certain 
actual penalties remain to them : e.g., mental 
anguish and bodily suffering, ignorance, con- 
cupiscence and death. 

" Save the Mother of God." This is an im- 
portant and crucial exception, and is the point of 
this treatise. Yet, how exactly is this exemption 
borne out both by the written revelation of the 
New Testament, and subsequently by the general 
writings of the Fathers of the Church. Not all 
the Fathers were exactly agreed upon this point. 
Therefore, as a consequence, not all could have 

6 
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been perfectly accurate. But of no one Fat 
personally could perfect exactitude of 
have been predicated or looked for. Unerrancy 
belonged alone to the Church Universal in its 
corporate capacity and to its divinely-appointed 
Head,— to the One Kingdom of Christ our King 
and Lord. 

For example; There is no single paragraph 
in the Acts of the Apostles, in any Apostolic 
Epistle, or in the volume of St. John's Revela- 
tions, implying in the most remote manner, that 
the immediate followers of our Blessed Lord did 
not recognize the fact of Mary's freedom from 
every taint of original sin. Not an utterance is 
anywhere recorded implying that she had ever 
come under the power of the Old Serpent, or that 
any apostle had at any time entertained such a 
repellant proposition as that she could once have 
been a child of wrath. Not a sentence can be 
produced from their writings either stating or 
implying that our Blessed Lady began her pre- 
destined existence as the enemy of God, and 
under a righteous decree of banishment from the 
Beatific Vision. Of course, as one sentence 
stands, if Christ " died for all " men,* then 

* 2 Cor. v. 14, 15, 
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without Christ all are dead. The direct and 
obvious meaning of which words is found upon 
their very face. They are not ambiguous, they 
are plain. For, without Christ, as all affirm, Mary 
was dead. Her special sanctification, at her 
Conception, was of course exclusively due to His 
merits and death. 

Nor can any such conviction of the fact of 
Satan's dominion be found explicitly expressed 
by the Fathers of the Church,* save in a very 
few instances with those of the school of Origen, 
where words are no doubt ambiguous, or indi- 
vidual writers, properly opposing one form of 
error, seem to have been unwittingly led into 
another and an opposite form. 

Of course, as regards present sentiment, — when 
account is taken of the disastrous consequences 
which have so generally followed the heresies of 
Calvin and Knox regarding Original Sin, and 
other details of God's revelation relating to that 

* E.g., St. Dionysius of Alexandria, whose Letter from which 
the quotation below is made, seems to have been penned by the 
authority of the great Council of Antioch, and to have embodied 
its doctrine. Therein he styles the Blessed Virgin "a Virginal 
paradise," and declares that our Divine Lord " preserved her in- 
corruptible and blessed her from head to foot." Surely such words 
<jould never have been written concerning one who had ever come 
tinder Satan's power. 
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iact,— no one need wonder that Mary's Sinless 
Conception should have appeared a stumbling- 
block to some of their disciples and followers 
who have been touched and tinctured by false 
teaching regarding the subject hi question. 
Against the blasphemies of Calvin concerning 
Predestination and Free Will and the deformed 
and degrading theories of Luther * touching the 
nature of original sin and justification — several 
of which have often been quite erroneously 
identified with the Christian Eeligion — man's 
natural reason has again and again most justly 

* It should here be noted that, like Mahomet, Luther, who 
created such a devastating schism, maintained and upheld the 
doctrine of the Sinless Conception of the Mother of God : — " In 
the Conception of the Virgin Mary, whose body was formed with 
progress of time, and after the manner of other children, until the 
infusion of the soul, there was no need of such a conception, for it 
could be preserved from original sin until the soul was to be in- 
fused. And the other conception, that is to say, the infusion of the 
soul, is piously believed to have been effected without original 
sin. So that in that very infusing of the soul the body was simul- 
taneously purified from original sin, and endowed with Divine gifts 
to reoeive that holy soul which was infused into it by God. And 
thus in the first moment it began to live, it was exempt from all 
sin/' And again : " It was just and meet she should be preserved 
from original sin from whom Christ received the flesh in which He 
overcame all sins. And that indeed is properly called 1 Blessed ' 
which is endowed with Divine grace, that is which is free from sin." 
See his sermon on " The Conception of the Mother of God " in 
M. Lutheri Postillae, pp. 860-361. 
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revolted, as directly and distinctly offending the 
very first principles of his moral perception. 

Yet, notwithstanding all this, which is so 
indelibly stamped upon modern thought, there 
are considerations of a directly opposite character 
— touching the patristic contrast between Eve 
and Our Lady — which deserve the most careful 
attention. Some of these are set forth in the 
following notable paragraphs, which so directly 
and powerfully tend to elucidate the subject of 
this treatise. 

" For as the woman first fell, then the man ; so 
also the woman must first rise, and then the 
man, not only objectively in the order of fact, 
but subjectively in the minds and hearts of the 
faithful. Had not the first Eve disobeyed, the 
human race had never stood in need of a 
Kedeemer ; had not the Second Eve obeyed, it 
could never — so far as God's purposes have been 
revealed to us — have obtained one. To speak of 
Mary as * our co-Redemptress ' is, therefore, no 
mere devotional figure of speech : it is as strictly 
and literally true that we owe our redemption to 
Mary, as it is that we owe it to Jesus, only it is 
true in a different sense. Mary is the cause of 
our Redemption in the same sense as Eve was 
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the cause of our Fall; that is, she was the 
original and necessary, though not the imme- 
diate, cause of it. For had Eve alone disobeyed 
and not Adam with her, the effects of that dis- 
obedience would have been confined, as it would 
appear, to her, and not have extended to the 
human race : she would have been the sole dark 
spot in a world of glory. And just so, had Mary 
alone been bora without Jesus, and had shown 
to the World that perfect example of humility, 
purity, and absolute conformity to the will of 
God which she has shown, she would have been 
the one bright spot in the world of woe, £ our 
tainted nature's solitary boast,' but could not 
have saved the race. Nevertheless she was 
necessary to our redemption in the order of fact ; 
and so too she continues to be necessary to our 
acceptance of it, in the order of ideas. For all 
Church History has shown that (1) theoretically 
a full and unflinching belief in her office and pre- 
rogatives is absolutely necessary to a clear per- 
ception of those of Her Divine Son, and that 
(2) practically those only advance in devotional 
fervour to our Blessed Lord, who seek a union 
with His Sacred Heart through the Sacred Heart 
of Mary : — 
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* For oh ! how oan I love Thy 8011, 
Sweet Mother, if I love not Thee.* 

Eightly, therefore, does the Church in the 
Antiphon call the Blessed Virgin the ' destroyer 
of heresies.' The threatened enmity was ever to 
be * between the woman and the serpent.' And 
that is why the attacks of the Father of Lies 
on Jesus Christ have ever been met by pointing 
to the Eve whose obedience defeated him ; and 
it is by live coals of devotion snatched from the 
altar of the Mother of Mercy, that the ' love 
waxed cold by reason of iniquity' has over 
been kindled into new life. ' Ave ! ' ' Salve ! ' 
' Memorare ! ' are the watchwords of both Church 
and individual, when the waters of sin and un- 
belief are rising around." * 

Furthermore, as Eve co-operated in our fall, 
so Mary, "the latter Eve," co-operated in our 
redemption, and may be said to have become in 
a very true sense a Co-Redemptrix. There can 
be nothing undue nor erroneous, therefore, in 
the use of the term, — occurring again and 
again in Patristic writings — to which the late 

* The Union Review, vol. vi. pp. 450, 451. London : 1868, 
From an essay on " Recent Sermons " by G. F. C, i.e., Gerard F. 
Cobb, M.A., Fellow of Trin. Coll., Cambridge, author of " The Kiss 
of Peace." 
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Bishop Forbes * objected. For iu honouring God's 
Mother we truly and necessarily honour Her 
Son* Moreover the Fathers themselves declare 
that Mary " co-operated " in our salvation, and 
provide a reason for the use of the term, inas- 
much, they maintain, as that she was the Mother 
of Him Who by redemption wrought it out ; and 
this, not alone by the descent of the Holy Ghost 
upon her sacred womb, but by distinct acts done 
through His effect upon her soul. This special 
privilege was incommunicable to any other, f 
Eve by transgression forfeited high privileges ; 
Mary by obedience, as Tertullian J says, " blotted 
out Eve's fault," and earned high privileges. § Eve 
directly brought moral ruin to mankind : Mary 
was the co-operating cause of our Salvation 
through Her Son, our Saviour.* " Be it unto 

* See the " Introductory Chapter " of this volume, in low. 

f ** If Elizabeth cried out with so loud a voice, Blessed art 
thou among women, when Christ was bat newly in her (Mary's) 
womb ; what expressions of honour and admiration can we think 
sufficient now that Christ is in Heaven and that Mother with Him ! 
Far be it for any Christian to derogate from that special privilege 
granted her, which is incommunicable to any other." — Pearson On 
the Creed, vol. i. p. 213. 

I Tertullianus, " De Cam. Christi," 17. 

§ As the well-known and popular hymn now so widely sung in 
the Church of England — " Lingua mea die trophaea " — has it, in 
English :— 
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ine according to thy Word," was part of the 
essence of the divine Incarnation. 

Mary's active conception was perfectly ordinary 
and natural, her father having been Joachim and 
her mother, Anne. It may have been — possibly 
in certain of its characteristics it was — preter- 
natural and peculiar, as had been that of Isaac, 
and St. John the Baptist. But her passive 
conception — by the directly imparted grace of 
God — was at once singular and sinless. 

On the other hand, the active conception of 

" O my tongue, the praise and honours 
Of thy mother maid rehearse ; 
Whose divine and gracious offspring 
Frees us from the olden curse. 

Lost are we in loving wonder 
While Her bliss we contemplate ; 

Happy as a stainless mother, 
Blessed in Her virgin state. 

Eve's transgressions closed the portals 

Of Earth's Paradise to man ; 
But at Mary's meek obedience, 

Heaven to ope its gates began. 

We through Eve received the sentence 

With eternal vengeance rife, 
But the way that came through Mary 

Leads to everlasting life. 1 ' 



* St. Luke i. 88. 
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our Divine Lord, Jesus Christ,* was distinctly 
unique and miraculous. He had no earthly 
father. He was 11 conceived of the Holy Ghost : 
Born of the Virgin Mary." His sacred flesh, 
though truly human, was formed alone from the 
sinless substance of His Blessed Mother wh 
He redeemed. "Therefore that Holy T 
which shall be born of thee shall be called the 
Son of God. M t Others had need of Christ, in 
order that they might obtain remission of sin 
already contracted and redemption : she had 
greater r 

so that sin might not, in its original form, be 
contracted by her, or, as actual sin, she herself 
might not contract it. So, in her beautiful 
canticle, we read as regards her Divine Son, 
" My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.' ' J Mary as a 
child of Adam was by her very nature liable 
to original sin and included in our common 

* As a pious and precise Anglican writer of the seventeenth 
century, in his treatise The F email Glory, put the point : — " Here 
a Virgin conceives without the losse of chastity, a Maide remaines 
an Immaculate Mother. Eternity is here encompassed by Time, 
glory masked in misery, a thing finite contains Infinity, a mortall 
enoloseth Eternity. Here the Sonne is as antient as His Father, 
elder than His Mother, and is made of Her whom He made." — 
Pp. 80, 87. f St. Luke i. 85. \ Ibid. 46, 47. 
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disaster ; but, by a positive and distinct act of 
God's Blessed Will, was altogether and wholly 
excluded from the condition of those fallen 
through our first Parents' transgression. Over 
her Satan never for a single moment had 
dominion. 

What, be it asked, is there unusual or extra- 
ordinary * in all this ? Where is its novelty ? 
How is it contrarient to the words of ancient 
liturgies, and the authoritative language found 
in the eucharistic solemnities of old ? In what 
lies the imaginary addition or error? Surely 
nothing is set forth above but the most natural 
and simple exposition and explication of two 
momentous and crucial sentences in the 
Apostles' Creed. 

Here it appears desirable that several collateral 
facts should be carefully considered in conjunc- 

* " When once we bave mastered the idea tbat Mary bore, suckled 
and handled the Eternal in the form of a Child, what limit is con- 
ceivable to the rush and flood of thoughts which such a doctrine 
involves ? What awe and surprise must attend upon the know- 
ledge that a creature has been brought so close to the Divine 
Essence ? It was the creation of a new idea and a new sympathy, 
a new faith and worship, when the Holy Apostles announced that 
God had become incarnate ; and a supreme love and devotion to 
Him became possible, which seemed hopeless before that revel- 
ation." — Letter to the Bev. E. B. Pusey, D.D., on His Eirenicon > 
by John Henry Newman, of the Oratory, p. 88. London : I860. 
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tion with this fundamental doctrine ; as such may 
serve to show its completeness and perfection* 

The divine revelation of God in Christ is one, 
It cannot be separated part from part. What 
has been preserved traditionally by the Church 
Universal dovetails in with the records of Holy 
Writ ; while each portion of that revelation in 
both forms, — scripture and tradition,— goes to 
make up a perfect whole originally rooted and 
growing with a divine growth* Now that our 
Blessed Lady, in a ve 




apparent on the very face of historical facts. 
Having been left here on earth, after our Lord's 
Ascension into Heaven — as some assert for nine 
years, as others for a longer period — how and 
why was this, it may be reverently asked, if not 
for the express purpose of upholding and con- 



* " She was a sea-shell from the deep 
Of God ; her function this alone, 
Of Hhn to whisper, as in sleep, 

In everlasting undertone. 
This hour on Him her eyes are set ! 

And those who tread the earth she trod 
Like her, themselves in her forget, 
And her remember but in God." 

— May Carols, by Aubrey de Vere, 
p. 159. London : 1870. 
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soling the Apostles in their labours, to become to 
them at once a guiding example, a source of 
strength and an encouragement ? 

On the adorable mystery of the Incarnation, 
she had "kept all these things and pondered 
them in her heart." * She was not simply a 
witness of Her Son's resurrection, — as they 
were, of " all the things which He did both in the 
land of the Jews and in Jerusalem,! " — but of 
that original and fundamental fact — His divine 
conception and supernatural Birth. Though 
appointed witnesses generally, yet three only of 
the apostles had been present on the Mount of 
Transfiguration, none to the Prayer and Bloody 
Sweat of Gethsamene : none to the breaking of 
the sealed tomb very early in the morning and 
of the first moments of Christ's Kesurrection. 
Of the great mystery in point — God manifest in 
the Flesh — who else could possibly provide such 
direct and distinct human testimony as Christ's 
Blessed Mother ? If the Apostles were witnesses 
to the World, Mary alone was a direct personal 
witness to them. From the Apostles, during our 
Lord's lifetime, this mystery had been hidden. 
" Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 

* St. Luke ii. 19 and 51. f Acts ii. 82, and z. 39. 
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God, n ■ was the confession of Peter, the chief of 
the apostolic band, and it was the first direct 
and distinct confession of our Lord's Divinity. 
Only, however, after the work of the first Easter 
morning and the Ascension, was that mystery 
explicitly made manifest to the Apostles. Mary, 
of course, knew all along that the Angel Gabriel 
had brought her a message from God. She 
alone had seen the Angel, had heard His words, 
had consented to co-operate. Glimpses of that 
mystery had been afforded to St 
St. Elizabeth, , 
the full light of divine truth was with Mary 
only. From her testimony, consequently, the 
Apostles learnt the mystery. \ Mary, therefore, 
was of necessity the chief and leading human 
witness of that august and marvellous revelation. 

* St. John vl 69. 

I I am indebted for the above reflections to the following striking 
passage from a sermon by the late Cardinal Wiseman : " There 
was only her word that she conceived miraculously of the Holy 
Ghost. She told it to the Apostles, and they believed it and re- 
corded it with the sanction of the Holy Spirit. The real source of 
the historical and inspired testimony of the accomplishment of the 
great mystery of the Incarnation is Mary ; and those who reject 
her could not have come to believe, except through her testimony, 
that God took upon Him our nature." — Sermons on our Lord Jesus 
Christ and on His Blessed Mother, by His Eminence Cardinal 
Wiseman, p. 388. Dublin : 1864. 
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Pray for the wanderer, pray for me. 



gentle, chaste and spotless Maid, 
We sinners make our prayers through Thee, 

Remind Thy Son that He has paid 
The price of our iniquity. 

Virgin most pure, Star of the sea, 

Pray for the wanderer, pray for me. 



CHAPTER IV. 



T may be safely and prudently asserted 
as being quite capable of proof, that 
there is as much patristic authority 
for the doctrine of the Sinless Conception 
of the Mother of God, to be gathered from 
the writings of some of the earliest Fathers 
as there is for the doctrine of the Blessed 
Trinity, as defined in the Creed of St. 
Athanasius. Both holy doctrines — marvellously 
interwoven, rest on the same divine authority, 
— the living witness and teaching of the 
Universal Church : — each is sometimes denied, 
but Authority has put forth its unambiguous 
utterance and final decision concerning both, and 
consequently each should be reverently accepted. 
In the quotations which immediately follow, 
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a considerable area of countries in which 
Christianity then energized is marked out. 
Tertullian represents at once both Kome, where 
SS, Peter and Paul had suffered even unto 
death j and Africa, where St. Mark had laboured, 
St, Justin speaks on behalf of Palestine, while 
St. IrensBus — taught by St. Polycarp the disciple 
of St. John the Evangelist — does but declare and 
set forth the local traditions of Asia Minor and 
Gaul. So that here is on record an actual detail 
of direct apostolic tradition from that disciple 
whom Jesus loved, to whom as a spiritual 
Mother, Mary at the foot of the Cross had been 
personally commended by Her Divine Son.* 

The following is from the pen of St. Justin 
Martyr (a.d. 120-165) :— 

" We know that He, before all creatures, pro- 
ceeded from the Father by His power and will, 
. . . and by means of the Virgin became man, 
so that by what way the disobedience arising from 
the Serpent had its beginning, by a like way 
also it might also have an undoing. For Eve, 
being a virgin and undefiled, conceiving the 
word which was from the Serpent, brought forth 
disobedience and death ; whereas the Virgin 

* St. Luke xix. 26. 
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Mary, taking faith and joy, when the Angel told 
her the good tidings that the Spirit of the Lord 
should come upon her and the power of the 
Highest overshadow her, and therefore that the 
Holy One who was born of Her was the Son of 
God, answered, ' Be it unto me according to thy 
word.' " * 

And this from Tertullian's treatise on the 
Incarnation entitled, " On the Flesh of 
Christ":— 

" God by a rival operation recovered His 
image and likeness, which the Devil had seized. 
For into Eve, as yet a virgin, had crept the 
word which was the framer of death. Corre- 
spondingly, the Word of God was to be intro- 
duced into a Virgin who was to be the builder-up 
of Life : so that what because of that sex 
had gone to perdition, through the same sex 
should be restored to salvation. Eve had 
believed the Serpent : . Mary believed Gabriel. 
The fault which through believing was com- 
mitted by the one, was blotted out -by the 
believing of the other." t 

" The Virgin Mary is fitly found obedient, 

* Trypb. 100. 

| Treatise <( On the Flesh of Christ/' by Tertullian, section xvil 
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saying, * Behold the handmaid of the Lord : Be 
it unto Me according to thy word, 5 But Eve, 
while yet a virgin, was disobedient, because she 
obeyed not. As she, having Adam for a husband 
indeed, but as yet being a virgin, . - . becoming 
disobedient, became the cause of death both to 
herself and to the whole human race, so like- 
wise Mary, having the predestined Man, and 
being yet a virgin, and obedient, became both 
for herself and all mankind the cause of sal- 
vation. , . . And, because of this, the Lord 
said that the first should be last, and the last 
first. And the Prophet maintains the same, 
saying, 4 Instead of thy fathers thou shalt have 
children.' For whereas the Lord, when born, 
was the First-begotten of the dead, and received 
into His bosom the primitive fathers, He 
regenerated them into the Life of God, He 
Himself becoming the beginning of the living, 
since Adam had been the beginning of the 
dying. Therefore Luke setting out the lines 
of generations from the Lord referred the same 
back to Adam, signifying the primitive fathers, 
not they Him, into the gospel of Life. Hence 
then the knot of Eve's disobedience, through 
the obedience received its unloosing. For what 
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Eve, a virgin bound by unbelief, such Mary a 
virgin by faith, unloosed.* 

And again, in a later section,! the same 
treatise : — 

"As Eve by the speech of an angel was 
seduced so as to flee God, transgressing His 
word ; so also Mary received the glad tidings by 
means of an angel's message, so as to bear God 
within her, being obedient to His word. And 
though the one had disobeyed God, yet the 
other was drawn to obey God ; that the Virgin 
Mary might become the advocate of the virgin 
Eve. Thus, as by a virgin the human race had 
been bound to death, so is it saved by a Virgin ; 
the balance being observed, a virgin's disobe- 
dience by another Virgin's obedience." 

Each of these primitive writers, as cannot but 
be noticed, distinctly declares our Blessed Lady 
to have been something far more than a mere 
passive physical instrument in God's scheme of 
pity and mercy, — even an intelligent and respon- 

* " AdT. Har." iii. 22, et aeq. See the Third Book of St. Irenaeoe, 
Bishop of Lyons, against Heresies, edited by Henry Deane, B.D., 
p. 101. Oxford : 1874. 

f Ibid. v. 19. This notable parallel or contrast is adopted and 
reproduced by almost every subsequent Father who dealt with the 
subject. 
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tnd his 
rcifully 




sible agent, in the momentous act of the Eternal 
Word taking human flesh in Her womb, Her 
faith and obedience directly * helped to reverse 
the consequences of Eve's want of faith and 
disobedience. In the first man Adam and his 
helpmeet our race fell ; in Christ the 
Adam and His Blessed Mother it was mercifully 
restored- St. Paul's well-known contrast 1 
directly suggested a similar contrast between 
Eve and Mary. Such was constantly being 
made by the 
become a 

" By a woman came death : by a woman came 
life." " Death came by Eve," wrote St. 
Jerome, " life by Mary." { Now St. Jerome, 
born at Dalmatia, was the friend of Pope 
Damasus at Borne, the pupil of St. Gregory 
Nazianzen, and lived a.d. 331-420. 

Thus, then, it is clear that these writers, by 
the very nature of their remarks, further directly 
teach that Mary was not, as some have main- 

* "The Eirenicon," by Rev. E. B. Pusey, D.D., pp. 151,155, 
156. The various Spanish, Italian, and Portuguese bishops quoted 
by the learned author as using exaggerated terms in their language 
scarcely go beyond those detailed truths, the germs of which are 
found in the writings of the three primitive fathers already quoted. 

+ St. John v. 21 ; 1 Cor. xv. 45. 

I Epistles of St. Jerome, No. xxii. 21, and Sermons, No. 232. 



of the Mother of God. 



87 



tained, a mere instrument in the act of the 
Incarnation of God the Son, such as other his- 
torical persons in the genealogical line through 
David, may properly be said to have been ; but 
that she directly co-operated in our redemption, 
not merely by the descent of the Holy Spirit 
upon her body, but by specific personal acts of 
the will — the effect of that divine descent, upon 
her soul. 

The parallel between Mary and the Catholic 
Church — the " Queen in a vesture of gold 
wrought about with divers colours," who had 
trodden under foot the old Serpent, and was 
adorned with stars, was both true and striking.* 

* " Few things can be said of the mystic Bride which are not 
applicable to the Mother. Like Mary, the Church is Virgin and 
Mother ; and her fruitfulness is, not in spite of, but in necessary 
association with her purity. If the Church is ever offering up her 
Divine Lord, so Mary offered Him at the Presentation, and at every 
* moment of His life. If the Church is ever pleading for her children, 
so is Mary ; and the earliest pictorial representation of her is the 
* Orante * of the Catacombs, who stands with outstretched arms, in 
endless intercession, among tombs still red with the martyrs' blood. 
If the ' Sword ' passed through her heart, the Church, too, has to 
suffer. If it was a hidden life that our Lord lived with His Mother 
for thirty years, it is a Sacramental life that He leads with His 
Church. If Mary could be suspected, cannot the Church be 
reviled ? The Church is a teacher, and so is Mary : * Wisdom doth 
sit with children round her knees. 1 " — May Carols, by Aubrey de 
Vere, Preface, p. xxxi. London : 1870. 
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, St. 




Mary had offered Jesus at the Presentation in 
the Temple, and ever pleads for the adopted 
children of Her Divine Son. 

And here it may be still further noted that St. 
Justin Martyr of the East and Tertullian of 
West, in the second century of the Christian 
each writing independently, both affirm that 
such teaching as they had set forth and declared 
regarding the Blessed Virgin, was current and 
common in both their localities. Neither writer, 
therefoi 

direct nuu m^ww e^^, 
completeness, and its remarkable teaching. 
These parallels, moreover, were adopted and 
made use of by writers who immediately fol- 
lowed those quoted. Hence it may most pro- 
perly be concluded that such doctrine had come 
direct from apostolic sources and had always 
been taught and delivered by apostolic authority. 
For no statement can be produced from ante- 
Nicene writers either to cut through, weaken or 
obliterate the direct and concurrent testimony of 
St. Justin Martyr, Tertullian and St. IrenaBUs 
on this important detail of the doctrine of the 
Incarnation : evidently the testimony of St. 
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John himself duly remembered and faithfully 
preserved. 

In the Sermons of Origen — or, it may be, the 
very ancient and contemporary author who is 
now known under Origen's name — the following 
appears : — 

" This Virgin Mother of the only-begotten Son 
of God, is called Mary, worthy of God, sinless of 
the sinless, one of the one." Then addressing 
St. Joseph of Nazareth, the foster-father of our 
Lord, he continues — " As heavenly treasure con- 
ceded to thee, receive Her [i.e. the B. V. M.] as 
the riches of the deity, as holiness entire, as 
perfect righteousness. . . . For she conceives 
not of the desire of the fathers, who is neither 
deceived by the tempting of the Serpent, nor 
infected with his poisonous breath." While 
later on he declares — " Christ needs not a father 
on Earth, for He owns an incorruptible Father in 
Heaven. Nor needs He a mother in Heaven, 
for He owns a chaste and sinless mother on 
Earth — even this most blessed Virgin Mary." 
St. Proclus, a.d. 429, also writes thus : — 
" On this occasion the Holy Virgin Mary, the 
Mother of God, brings us together. That un- 
defiled treasure of virginity, that spiritual Para- 
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dise of the Second Adam, that Laboratory of the 
union of natures, that Mart of the Commerce of 
Salvation, that Bridal Chamber in which the 
Word espoused flesh unto Himself, that animated 
Birth of Nature which the fire of the Divine 
Birth did not consume, the truly bright cloud 
which bore Him bodily who sitteth above the 
cherubim, the most clean Fleece of the celestial 
shower with which the Shepherd assumed the 
condition of the sheep, Mary, I hold to be hand- 
maid and mother, Virgin and Heaven, the only 
Bridge of God to men, the awful work of the 
Incarnation, in which, by some unspeakable 
manner, the garment of that union was woven, 
whereby the weaver is the Holy Spirit, and the 
spinner that overshadowing from on high : the 
wool the ancient fleece of Adam, the woof the 
undefiled flesh of the Virgin, the weaver's shuttle 
the immense grace of Him who brought it about, 
the workmen the word passing through the 
hearing. . . . By no means was the Architect 
dishonoured, for He lived in the House which 
Himself had builded. Nor did the clay soil the 
Potter in remaking the vessel which He had 
moulded. Nor did anything in the Virgin's 
womb defile the most pure God. For, as He 
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received no stain in forming it, so likewise He 
received none in proceeding from it." * 

St. Augustine, in his Thirty-fifth Sermon, 
wrote concerning the Blessed Virgin : — " O truly 
blessed humility, which brought God to man, 
gave life to mortals, renewed Paradise, purified 
the World, opened Heaven and delivered men's 
souls from Hell." 

Here, let it be noted, that though all the 
above assertions are most true as regards the 
Blessed Virgin, they are likewise true — and true 
in a higher and more special manner of Her 
Divine Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

But to proceed. St. Peter Chrysologus, Bishop 
of Bavenna a.d. 400-450, and admitted to be 
one of the highest authorities of the Fourth 
General Council, wrote thus in No. 140 of his 
eloquent Sermons in regard to the Blessed Vir- 
gin's meritorious co-operation : — 

" Blessed art TJwu amongst women : for 
amongst women, upon whose womb Eve, who 
was cursed, brought punishment, blessed Mary 
rejoices, is honoured and regarded. Woman 
now, by grace is made Mother of the living 

* S. Proclns, Orat. I. in Land. S. Mariae. Ed. Combesis in loco. 
See also Migne's " Greek Fathers/' voL lxv. p. 681. 
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who had by nature become mother of 

dying/' 

And again the same writer declares 
" Heaven feels awe of God, angels tremble 
Him ; and yet one Maid so takes, receives 
entertains Him as a guest within her bosom, 
that for the very hire of her home, and as the 
price of Her womb, she seeks and secures peace 
for the Earth, glory for the Heavens, salvation 
for the lost, life for the dead, a heavenly 
tage for the earthly ; the union of God 
with human flesh.' 1 

St. Ambrose of Milan, in his twenty-second 
Sermon on the last verse of the Hundred and 
Nineteenth Psalm, wrote to the same effect as 
follows : — " I have gone astray like a sheep that is 
lost, seek Thy servant. Seek thou Thy sheep, 
not through servants or hired attendants, but 
through Thyself. Eeceive me, God, in that 
flesh which, by Adam fell. Receive me not from 
Sarah, but through Mary : that this Virgin, from 
whom Thou receivest me may be incorrupt, a 
virgin, perfect through grace from every stain of 



salvation 
ly paren- 



sin." 



And Basil, Archbishop of Seleucia, about 
twenty years afterwards, i.e. a.d. 448, wrote as 
follows : — 
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"What wonder that the saints, whilst they 
lived and walked on earth, possessed such effi- 
cient influence ; when even after death the earth 
could not confine their power ? For, while their 
mortal remains lie under weighty monuments, if 
we approach them in a devout spirit, they bring 
breath to those who need it. 

" But, if Almighty God has given to the saints 
to perform such marvellous works as these, what 
has He bestowed upon His mother for Her 
nursing? With what grace has He adorned 
her ? If Peter be styled ' Blessed,' and the keys 
of Heaven have been entrusted to him, how 
more blessed than all must she not be who 
deserved, or was held worthy, to bear Him whom 
Peter confessed ? And, if Paul be styled a 
* Vessel of Election ' because he carried the 
august Name of Christ throughout the world; 
what a vessel is the Mother of God, who did not 
merely contain the manna like the Golden Pot, 
but who, in Her womb, bore that True Bread, 
the Bread of Heaven, which is the nourishment 
and strength of the faithful ! " * 

St. Ephrem the Syrian, a native of Nisibis, 

* Basil. Selene. " Orat. in Dei Genetricem." Ed. Combesis in 
loco. 
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who died a.d. 378, had written in a similar strain 
and to the same effect. " Through Eve, the 
beautiful and longed-for glory of men was ex- 
tinguished, yet by Mary it was revived,' 1 * Or- 
dained priest by St. Basil (one of the Four 
great Eastern Doctors), his Christian labours and 
praises are alike celebrated by St, Gregory of 
Nyassa, St, Chrysostom, St. Basil, and Theo- 
dore t. He has ever been honoured and 
reverenced both in the East and in the West. 
His learned and profound works have been 
translated into Greek, Latin, Arabic, Coptic, 
Armenian, and Slavonic. In rich and glowing 
language, he is a most eloquent and powerful 
defender of the Incarnation of the Eternal 
Word and all its consequences. 

Here is his contrast between the Fall and the 
re-creation : — 

" By the sin of our first parents, death passed 
upon all men. To-day, by Mary, we are trans- 
lated from death to life. In the beginning the 
Serpent filled the ears of Eve ; while from thence 
the poison spread over the whole body. To-day 
Mary, through her ears received the champion 
of everlasting happiness. That, consequently, 

* Works of St. Ephrem, voL ii. p. 818. 
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which had been an instrument of death became 
also an instrument of life." * 

His " Ehythms of the Nativity," t as also 
his " Sermons in praise of Mary the Mother of 
God," J deserve the most attentive study, being 
in complete harmony of thought and expression 
with the Decree of a.d. 1854. 

From these — certainly treatises of the Holy 
Fathers, who one and all belonged to the Early 
Church — are taken the following epithets and 
terms of address § to our Blessed Lady : — " All 
pure," "immaculate," 1 ' All-inviolate," " sinless," 
" Throne of the King who sitteth above the 
cherubim," " Bride of God," " Queen of all 
after the Trinity," " After the Mediator Media- 
trix of the whole world," " the immaculate 
Vesture of Him who clothes Himself with light 
as with a garment," " More glorious than the 

* Works of St. Ephrem, vol. iii. p. 607. 

f Works of St Ephrem, in " The Library of the Fathers." 
Oxford, 1847. 

I " Homilia de Laudibus Dei Genetricis Mariae," torn. ii. 607. 
Bomae: 1748. 

§ It is both interesting and instructive (eminently calculated to 
rectify historical errors) to note that the titles and expressions by 
which the Mother of God is addressed in the 44 Litany of Loretto " 
are almost all found in the writings of the Fathers of the first six 
centuries. What some persons have been accustomed to regard as 
mediaeval superstitions are in truth and reality patristic facts. 
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cherubim/' u Brightness of the Angels," " Help 
of the deserted," u Saving guide of the wan- 
derers/ 1 " Succour of the tempted/' " Vessel 
filled with manna/' " Whitest and purest of 
lilies/ 1 " Appeaser of the Judge/' H Desire of the 
World/ 9 u My Light, my Life, my Hope, my 
refreshment, my protection, my sweetness, my 
strength and my joy." 

Nor were these two devout writers in any way 
singular- St. Ambrose of Milan,* St. Cyril of 
Alexandria, t St. James of Batnae, J St. Gregory 
the Wonder-worker, § use similar terms in honour 
of Blessed Mary, as do many others of the 

* u Expos. Evan. sec. S. Lucae/ 1 lib. ii, 17. 

+ S. Cyril, " Labb. Concilia," torn. iii. 1111. 

I See the Oriental Library of Asseman, vol. i. chap 27, p. 301, 
21 . Some writers place St. James in the seventh century : others 
in the fifth. 

§ This saint, who died a.d. 265, used the following epithets in 
his 4< Sermon on the Annunciation " : — " The pure, the chaste, the 
immaculate Virgin Mary, the immaculate Flower of Life, the ever- 
verdant Paradise of Immortality, the perennial Fountain, the always 
verdant Vine." Some critics, I am aware, have disputed the au- 
thenticity of these Sermons, set forth in Migne's edition of the 
Greek Fathers. But Theophilus, Leo Alia tins and Piazza hold 
them to be unquestionably from the pen of St. Gregory. Others, 
who appear to deny this, nevertheless admit their great antiquity 
and place them either in the third or fourth century. It should be 
specially noted, moreover, that so many of the terms quoted are 
also found in some of the very earliest forms of the Eucharistio 
Services of the East. 
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Fathers. St. Augustine of Hippo,* for example 
writes of Her as " having effected the salvation 
of the world," and " brought Salvation to men 
and women " : terms which might be perverted 
by carpers, but which are quite clear, in their 
meaning and purpose, to believers in Christ. 

In St. John Damascene's " First Sermon on 
the Birth of the Blessed Virgin," he thus pointed 
out a special reason why she was born of a 
mother who had previously been barren : — 

" I can produce," he wrote, " a higher reason 
[than those already considered], and a reason 
more divine ; for Nature gave way to Grace and 
stood trembling, not daring to proceed. Since, 
therefore, it was decreed that the Virgin Mother 
of God should be born of Anne, Nature did not 
dare to anticipate the germ of grace, but 
remained destitute of fruit, whilst grace at 
once produced its fruit." 

* " Mary was alone when the angel announced to Her, and the 
Holy Ghost came upon Her and the power of the Highest over- 
shadowed Her. She was alone, and effected the salvation of tlie 
world, and conceived the [One-who-effected-the] redemption of 
all." — Letters of St. Augustine of Hippo, No. 49, vol. iii. p. 1154 of 
Migne's edition of the Fathers. And again, " The mother of our 
race brought pain into the world : the Mother of our God brought 
salvation to men and women." — Letter No. 120, vol. v. p. 1985, 
same edition. 

8 
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And, in his Sermon t£ On the Sleep of the 
Blessed Virgin/ 1 he wrote : — u To this Paradh_ 
a path was not open for the Serpent, by the 
fascination of whose false divinity we are de- 
graded to the level of beasts. For whereas He, 
the only-begotten Son of God was God, and of 
one substance with the Father, made Himself 
man from that Virgin and pure earth/ 1 

While, in his second Sermon on Our Lad, 
Nativity he thus addresses Her M Hail ! bush, 
miracle enveloped in fire, thyself inaccessible to 
sin ; for that bush cannot be touched. . . . 
Hail ! word incomparable, who didst never admit 
the worm of sin's corruption." 

St. Hippolytus, Bishop and Martyr, made the 
following theological assertion. Writing of our 
Blessed Lord, this saint declared : — 

" He was the ark formed of incorruptible wood. 
For by this phrase is meant that His tabernacle, 
free from putridity and corruption, brought forth 
neither corruption nor sin. But the Lord was 
exempt from sin — of wood not obnoxious to 
corruption, according to man : but is of the 
Virgin and the Holy Spirit, covered within and 
without with the pure gold of the word of God." * 

Sermons of St. Hippolytus iu Gallandi's " Bibl. Patrum,'' torn. ii. 
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St. Maximums of Turin likewise wrote, in his 
Fifth Sermon on our Saviour's Birth : — 

"Truly Mary was a suitable tabernacle for 
Christ, not because of her habit of body, but by 
reason of original grace." 

Theodotus of Ancyra, addressing the Fathers 
of the* Council of Ephesus, pointedly declared : 

"The innocent Virgin, stainless, void of all 
culpability, undefiled, holy both in body and 
soul; as a lily springing up amongst thorns; 
untaught the ills of Eve, is worthy of the Creator, 
Who by His providence gave Her to us." * 

Again, in a Synodal Letter from Theodore 
Patriarch of Jerusalem, who flourished in the 
eighth century — a formal Letter which, after 
due consideration, was approved of and ratified 
by the Seventh General Council, His Holiness 
declared concerning Mary : — " She is truly the 
Mother of God, a Virgin both before and after 
child-bearing. She was created in a more 
sublime and glorious state than that of all 
natures whether reasonable or sensible." t 

The Fathers of the local Council of Frankfort 
in the same century — i.e. the eighth — when 

* Gallants 44 Bibl. ratrum," torn. ix. 
| Labb. 44 Concilia," torn. vii. 
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about to condemn the then current heresy that 
our Blessed Lord was merely and only the 
adopted Son of God, not God of God by gene- 
ration — wrote as follows 

" Was Adam then — father of the human race, 
made of the virgin earth — created free or in a 
state of servitude ? If in a state of servitude, 
how could he have been formed in the image of 
God ? If free, how should not Christ, formed of 
the Virgin, be likewise free ? For with a better 
earth - — with 
by the operat 
made man." * 

Independent of the testimonies to Our Lady's 
Sinless Conception already given — testimonies 
which belong to the Church throughout the 
world, others must be added in the following 
chapter, — some of equal antiquity and moment, 
and many from saints and writers of our own 
beloved island, known of old as "the dowry of 
Mary." Such testimonies will be abundantly 
found to support and maintain the Catholic 
doctrine. 

* Labb. " Concilia," torn. vii. 



CONTENTS OF CHAPTER V. 



Decree of the Synod of Hatfield. — Testimony of Ven. Bede. — 
John, Bishop of Euboea. — Book of Cerne, a.d. 760. — Homilies of 
iElfric. — St. Anselm of Canterbury. — Feast of the Conception.— 
Herbert de Losinga, First Bishop of Norwich.— Act of Galfrid de 
Gorham, Abbot of St. Albans, a.d. 1119.— Simon Meopham, Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, a.d. 1828. — Controversy concerning the Con- 
ception.— Peter Cellensis, Bishop of Chartres. — Special graces of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. — St. Bona venture. — Pope St. Pius the 
Fifth. — Various Offices of the Conception. — Feasts of the Concep- 
tion and Nativity. — Dionysius Petavius. — Cornelius a Lapide. — 
Anthony Stafford, a.d. 1635. — John Pearson, Bishop of Chester, 
a.d. 1 678-1 686. — Francis Lambert. — Bishop Hickes.— Francis Benny 
— James B tier d sell, a.d. 1700. — Dean Burgon. — Mrs. Jameson on 
Christian Art. — The Honour due to Mary. — Reflections,— Conclu- 
sion. 




Thy blood envenomed, meets his doom ! 
But whence the conquering puissance ? Lo ! 



That Woman clasps the " Woman's Seed " : 
That Infant quells the infernal foe : 

Messiah triumphs : His the deed ! 
The weight she feels not she transmits : 

The weight of worlds her arms sustain : 
Who made the worlds — in heaven Who sits — 

Through her that foe hath touched and slain. 

Aubrey de Vere. 



CHAPTER V. 



early as the age of St. Cuthbert 
of Durham, St. Wilfrid of Eipon and 
Benedict Biscop, and only eighty- 



three years after the advent of St. Augustine 
the apostle of England, a Synod was held 
at Hatfield, a.d. September 17th, 680, to 
condemn the Monothelites, at which the fol- 
lowing solemn Decree, which had been already 
formulated at the Lateran Council, a.d. 649, was 
accepted and promulgated.* If such a decree 
enshrined the then current doctrine of the 
seventh century regarding the Maternity of Mary, 
it cannot follow that the still more explicit 
Decree of 1854, which still further defined and 
declared the Truth, was either unnecessary, 
untimely, or novel : — 

* ** Concilia,*' WilkiiiR, torn. i. 53. 
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" If any one shall not confess, in accordan 
with the teaching of the Sacred Fathers, th 
the holy, ever-virgin, and Immaculate Mary is 
properly and truly the Mother of God ; since, at 
the end of the ages, without union with man, 
but of the Holy Ghost, she specially and truly 
conceived God Himself the Word, Who, before 
all ages was bora of God the Father, and brought 
Him forth without corrupt ion, retaining indis- 
solubly her virginity even after that birth, let 
him be condemned." 

The following is the testimony of the Ven, 
Bede,* who was born circa 672 and died May 
26, 735 :— 

" It was in truth a suitable beginning of our 
restoration, that the Angel of God should have 
been sent to a virgin about to be overshadowed 
by the Holy Ghost, since the Serpent was sent 
by the Devil to a woman about to be seduced by 
the spirit of pride. Or rather the Devil himself 
came in the Serpent, and by deceiving our first 
parents robbed the human race of the glory of 
immortality. Therefore, since death entered by 
means of a woman, so life also came back by 



* Homilies by Ven. Bede, No. 47, " Opera Miscellanea," edited 
by J. A. Giles, in six volumes. 
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means of a woman. The one was seduced by 
the Serpent and offered man the fruit of death : 
the other was taught of God through the Angel 
and brought into the World the Author of Sal- 
vation." 

And the following is taken from the Sermons 
of John, Bishop of Euboea (a.d. 744) : — 

" The first in order of the particular feasts is 
that upon which Joachim and Anne received the 
glad tidings of the generation of Mary, the all- 
Immaculate Mother of God ; and next in order 
stands the feast of her most august birthday, 
first Her Conception, then Her Nativity. . . . 
Blessed Joachim and Anne are ye, because ye 
have conceived a spiritual Paradise, for she is 
not merely called ' blessed ' by men, but by 
Angels (the Cherubim and Seraphim) ; because 
she bears in Her immaculate womb the Father 
of this world and of Heaven. . . . Let us give 
thanks unto the Lord with one voice, let us sing 
praises unto Him ; for by Anne and Joachim we 
are enriched with an all-Immaculate Lady, a 
Virgin who is to be the protectress of freedom 
for all who are enthralled by the slavery of sin. 
. . . The present feast [i.e. of the Conception] 
is the origin and consequence of all these bene- 
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dictions, for, as with the Morning Star, it appears 
before all the others, m it heralds these stars by 
its own presence/' 

A record in the 11 Book of Cerne," * was made 
only twenty years later than the sermon just 
quoted, i.e. a.d. 760, A more telling or direct 
testimony as to the doctrine of the Anglo-Saxon 
Church, only one hundred and sixty-one years 
after St. Augustine's advent, could not possil 
be desired nor discovered : — 

" Holy Mother of God, Virgin ever-blessed, 
glorious and noble, chaste and inviolate, Mary 
sinless, chosen and beloved of God, endowed 
with singular sanctity, worthy of all praise, thou 
who art the advocate for the sins of the whole 
world, listen, listen, listen to us, Holy Mary. 
Pray for us, intercede for us, disdain not to help 
us. For we are confident and know for certain 
that thou canst obtain all that thou wiliest from 
thy Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, God Almighty, 
the King of Ages, who liveth with the Father 
and the Holy Ghost, for ever and ever. Amen." 

The following from one of the Homilies of 

* 4< Book of Cerne," .a MS. which belonged to Ethelwald, Bishop 
of Sherbourne (a.d. 760), now in the University Library of 
Cambridge, marked LI. i. 10. 
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iElfric, circa a.d. 950,* continues the Catholic 
tradition and teaching of the period already 
referred to. The importance and beauty of this 
Anglo-Saxon doctrine of the Invocation of 
Saints, practised nearly six hundred years before 
the Fathers of the Council of Trent spoke, t will 
be duly noticed and appreciated : — 

" Let us likewise be mindful of how great a 
dignity is the holy maiden Mary, the Mother of 
Christ. She is blessed amongst all women* She 
is the celestial Queen, and the comfort and sup- 
port of all Christians. Our old mother Eve shut 
to us the gate of the Kingdom of Heaven ; but 
Holy Mary opened it again to us, if by evil deeds 
we shut it not against ourselves. If she be fer- 
vently reminded, she may obtain much of Her 

* iElfric's Homilies, edited by Thorpe, vol. ii. p. 28. 

+ The Holy Synod [of TrentJ enjoins "that the Saints, who 
reign together with Christ, offer up their own prayers to God for 
men ; that it is good and useful suppliantly to invoke them and to 
resort to their prayers, aid and help, for obtaining benefits from 
God, through His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who alone is our 
Redeemer and Saviour ; but that they think impiously who deny 
that the Saints who enjoy eternal happiness in Heaven, are to be 
invoked, or who assert either that they do not pray for men, or that 
the invocation of them to pray for each of us even in particular is 
idolatry, or that it is repugnant to the Word of God, and is opposed 
to the honour of the One Mediator between God and man, Christ 
Jesus, or that it is foolish to supplicate orally or inwardly those 
who reign in Heaven." — Session XXV. of the Council of Trent 
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Child. Let us, then, with deep fervour ask her 
to mediate for us to Her own Child, at once 
Her Creator and Son, very God and very man, 
One Christ, Who liveth and reigneth with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, Three Persons ai 
one God for ever and ever, Amen." 

St. Ansehn, Archbishop of Canterbury, w 
was consecrated December 4, 1093, and di 
April 21, 1109, embodied in his treatise 14 On 
the Virginal Conception," the following theo- 
logical principle substantially identical with that 
already set furth : — 

" It was suitable that the Conception of that 
man (our Blessed Lord) should be worked out 
from a stainless mother. It was suitable that 
this same Virgin should be glorious with such 
purity that, under God Himself, no greater could 
be imagined : one to whom the Father was 
willing to give His one and only Son, Whom as 
born from His heart and co-equal with Himself, 
He so loved that He might by nature be one 
and the same Son in common with the Father 
and the Virgin. The Son Himself chose her to 
make substantially a mother for Himself, and 
from Her the Holy Spirit willed, and was about 
to accomplish in deed, that One should be con- 
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ceived and born, from whom the same Holy 
Spirit Himself proceeded." 

When St. Anselm further asserted that our 
Divine Lord " was born of the sinful substance 
without sin," he maintains at the same time that 
such substance was cleansed at the moment of 
Mary's animation, when that substance had 
conjoined with it a living soul. It cannot be 
affirmed, nevertheless, that this saintly Arch- 
bishop always expressed himself with the exact 
dogmatic precision and unerrancy of the Decree 
of 1854. But he most efficiently prepared the 
way for it. 

But the Feast of the Conception which St. 
Anselm set up and caused to be everywhere 
observed throughout the Province of Canterbury, 
— a feast * distinct both in its nature and day 
from the festival of Our Lady's Nativity, t — 

* The Feast of the Conception in England is said to have already 
found a warm and earnest advocate in the person of Abbot Elsi, 
Helsi, or Heslin (a.d. 1067), one of those who helped to preserve 
the unity of faith and worship between the Normans who had con- 
quered us and the Anglo- Saxon 8 who had been conquered. This 
fact of such advocacy, recorded in relation to a supernatural 
vision, is preserved in an old Danish Breviary, the exact antiquity 
of which, however, appears to be not quite certain. See an old 
MS. in " Scriptores Rerum Danioarum," torn. iii. p. 253. 

f The Feast of Our Lady's Nativity, always observed at Home 
on the 8th of September, — as one of the sacred poems of St. Adhelm 
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plainly shows what our fathers and forefathers 
in the faith believed and so devoutly put into 
practice. Here was a special solemnity growing 
out of the Decision and Decree of Ephesus whic 
had long been observed in the East, in 
Spain and Africa , formally enjoined to be 
with high honours, by St, Augustine 4 s thirty- 
third successor in the chair of Canterbury. This 
feast was related to and honoured Blessed Mary's 
Conception, which was thus distinctly implied 
to have been most notable and without 
stain. It is a feast, which, through 
horrors and atrocities of the Tudor changes, was 



states, — was celebrated in England as early as the seventh century. 
A sacred edifice, as its inscription stood, was consecrated on that 
festival : — 

" Istam nempe diem qua ternpli festa coruscant 
Nativitate sua sacravit Virgo Maria." 

The Ven. Bede, who died a.d. 735, also mentions the observance of 
the feast. It had been kept in Rome at least a century previously. 
St. Anselm in the eleventh century had given leave to the Prior of 
Canterbury to celebrate it with an Octave. On this feast St. Hugh 
of Lincoln, when abroad, said his last mass but two at the Cistercian 
monastery of Claremaretz, near Saint Omers, and on landing at 
Dover said another mass during the Octave. In recent times, 
within the National Church of England, the Association for Pro- 
moting the Unity of Christendom (a.d. 1857) and the Sacred 
Order of Corporate Reunion (a.d. 1877) were respectively founded 
on the Feaft of Our Blessed Lady's Nativity. 
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permitted to remain in the Kalendar of the Book 
of Common Prayer. 

Herbert de Losinga, consecrated Bishop of 
Thetford a.d. 1091, afterwards a.d. 1094 Bishop 
of Norwich, who died 22 July, 1119, wrote 
thus : — 

" She, the Blessed Virgin, was made white 
with many virtues and merits, yea, whiter than 
the driven snow was she made by the gift 
of the Holy Ghost ; and showed forth in all 
things the simplicity of the dove ; since what- 
ever was done in her was all purity and 
simplicity, was all pure grace, was all the mercy 
and justice which looked down from heaven. 
And therefore she is called undefiled (et ideo 
immaculata) because in nothing was she 
corrupt * (quia in nulla corrujpta)" 

And the following passage relates to the 
complement of Her Sinless Conception, even 
to Her glorious Assumption into Heaven : — 

" To-day the most Blessed Virgin Mary was 
taken up above the Heavens, and in the 
presence of the Holy Apostles her body was 

* "Life and Letters of Herbert de Losinga, Bishop of Norwich." 
Edited by E. M. Goulburn, D.D., Dean, and Henry Symonds, 
M.A., Precentor of Norwich Cathedral. In two volumes. Vol. ii. 
p. 849. London : 1878. 
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placed in the sepulchre. She died, but a body 
of such excellent dignity could not (as Blessed 
Gregory saifch) long be held in the bonds of 
death. For it was impossible that that flesh 
should be corrupted by a long death of which 
the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 
For, if at the Lord's Resurrection many 
of the saints that slept arose, how could 
flesh not rise again which gave birth to the 
Author of life Himself? With a full and 
imdoubting faith, believe ye, my brethren, tin 
the Most Blessed Virgin Mary, made immortal 
both in body and soul sitteth at the Right 
Hand of God, with Her Son, our Lord Jesus 
Christ, being the Mother of penitents, and a 
most effectual Intercessor for our sins with her 
most gracious Son." * 

Is it, let it be here asked, for one moment 
credible, that a Bishop preaching in his own 
cathedral would have thus ventured to have 
been so dogmatic and plain, unless the doctrine 
was widely spread and generally accepted ? 

Again Matthew of Paris,! writing concerning 
an official and solemn act of Gaufrid or Galfrid 

* " Life and Letters of Herbert de Losinga, Bishop of Norwich," 
vol. ii. pp. 351, 352. 

f 44 Vitae xxiii. S. Albani Abbatum " (Matt. Pari&iis), p. 62. 
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de Gorham, the sixteenth Abbot of St. Alban's, 
who was so elected a.d. 1119, in the reign of 
Henry the First, and died in 1146, states that 
" he appointed the Feast of the Ascension of 
our Lord to be a first-class feast and the 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin and the 
festival of St. Catherine to be henceforth 
festively kept in dalmatics or copes," — a proof 
that each of these feasts had at least for some 
time been duly observed, and were thus elevated 
to a very high rank. 

Simon Meopham, who became Archbishop of 
Canterbury a.d. 1328, and died 12 October, 1333, 
wrote thus : — 

" Moreover, because amongst all the Saints 
the memory of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary 
and Mother of our Lord is the more frequently 
and solemnly observed by how much the more 
she is believed to have found greater favour 
with God, who ordained her predestined-Con- 
ception for the temporal origin of His only- 
begotten, the Salvation of all ; in order that 
by these means the beginning (though remote) 
of that salvation, in which causes for spiritual 
rejoicing appear, may increase devotion in all. 
Following, therefore, in the footsteps of our 

9 
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predecessor the Venerable Anselin, who in 
addition to the more ancient feasts thought it 
suitable to add this worthy solemnity of 
Conception, We appoint and command un 
strict obligation that henceforth the Feast ol 
the aforesaid Conception be joyfully and solemnly 
observed in all the churches of our Province of 
Canterbury," * 

Here a brief historical reversion must 
made, to render clear the position in England, 
Quotations already set forth show how widely- 
spread was the belief in Our Lady's Sinless 
Conception. 

Upon St. Bernard's death, who had opposed 
the doctrine, — though he probably mistook its 
point, — the controversy was continued. Nicholas, 
a monk of St. Alban's Abbey, replied to certain 
statements and conclusions which had been 
drawn by Peter Cellensis, Bishop of Chartres, 
concerning the universal observance of the 
Feast of Our Lady's Conception in England. 
Of this festival the St. Alban's monk was an 
earnest advocate. His opponent appears to 
have mainly rested his objections to the 

* Provincial Council of Canterbury, held in St. Paul's Cathedral. 
See, for the original, Wilkins' u Concilia," torn. ii. p. 552. 
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Festival on the fact that as yet the Holy See 
had not formally sanctioned such universal 
observance : at that time certainly the case. 
For the closing words of the Bishop contain 
the following concisely-expressed sentences, 
which show no practical difference whatsoever 
between the faith of the two contending 
parties : — 

" You praise the Blessed Virgin. I praise 
Her likewise. You proclaim her holy. I do 
the same. You exalt her above the choirs of 
angels. So do I. You maintain that she was 
exempt from original sin, and I admit it. Turn 
over and over again the subject of her venera- 
tion, with fevery phase of her glorification ; and 
I, feeling with you, can quite go along with 
you." * 

It is here to be noted that, as Catholic 
teaching declared, though Our Lady was full 
to overflowing with grace in general, yet she 
possessed in an eminent manner four special 
kinds : First she was full of prevenient grace 
in her sanctification, i.e. of preservative grace 
against the turptitude of culpability. Secondly, 
she was full of fertilizing grace in the Con- 

* Petrus Cellensis, lib. ix. epist. 10. 
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ception of the Son of God with virgi 
integrity. Thirdly, of grace adorning 
beauty of her life and conversation. Fourthly, 
of grace completing her glorification — a gift 
still more perfecting because of the height of 
her glory, both in soul and body. 

" In the first place," wrote St. Bonaventure, 
" I declare that Our Lady was full of prevenient 
grace in her special sanctification, that is, of 
preservative grace against the foulness of 
original sin, which she would have contracted 
from the corruption of nature, had she not 
been assisted and preserved by a special gift. 
For only the Son of the Virgin and His 
Virgin Mother were free from original sin. It 
is therefore to be believed that, by a new kind 
of sanctification, the Holy Spirit redeemed Her 
in the initiation of Her Conception from 
original sin (not that such was within her, 
but it might have been), and so preserved Her 
from it by an especial gift of grace. " * 

But to proceed. In the year 1568, Pope St. 
Pius the Fifth (Michael Ghisteri, a.d. 1566-1572) 
suppressed one Office and Mass of the Im- 



* From St. Bonaventure's " Second Sermon on the B.V.M." 
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maculate Conception * — which had originally 
been published a.d. 1476 with the authority of 
Pope Sixtus the Fourth, and for the future 
allowed only the Franciscan Order to use it. 
At the period in question, there existed various 
local offices somewhat differing in form and 
construction in honour of this dogmatic fact, 
e.g. those of St. Anselm, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Eobert Guagnini, Leonard de Bussi 
and Francis Cardinal Quignon, each used in 
various places, for which St. Pius the Fifth f 
for December 8th substituted one uniform and 
ordinary rite, viz. : that commonly in use for 
the Feast of Our Lady's Birthday, substitu- 
ting, however, the word ' ' Conception " for 
"Nativity." For the form and order then 
withdrawn, there was no word of condemnation, 

* The Collect of these, used very generally for a century, may 
be thus translated : — " God Who, by the Sinless Conception of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, didst prepare a fitting habitation for Thy 
Son Jesus Christ ; grant, we beseech Thee, that, as oat of regard 
to the foreseen death of Her Son, Thou didst preserve her from 
every sinful stain, so by Her intercession we may, in purity • 
heart, attain to Thee, through Jesus Christ Thy Son, our Lord 
and Saviour." This occurs in several MSS. 

f Lord Macaulay, in his brilliant essay on Banke's " History of 
the Popes," awards the highest praise to this holy and zealous Saint, 
expressed in language as eloquent and beautiful as it is faithful and 
true. 
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uniformity of rite being the expressed and 
alone reason for the change. As in the Feast 
of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
the Church celebrates her holy birth, bo in 
the Feast of her Conception is venerated her 
special preservation from every stain of original 
sin. And, although at the period in question, 
the term " Immaculate " is not found in the 
office, yet the fact that the observance of this 
Feast — for many generations so popular in 
Italy, Spain and England — was made universal, 
a holy-day of obligation to be devoutly kept 
everywhere throughout all generations, is from 
the doctrinal point of view at once noteworthy 
and important. 

Petavius the celebrated theologian, the 
master-mind of his time and age, whose 
profound and laborious works are a perfect 
treasury of Christian truth, wrote thus con- 
cerning the teaching under consideration : 

"But above all, the common opinion of all 
the faithful, — in whose inmost minds it is so 
deeply fixed, as shown forth by every possible 
form of devotion — makes me inclined to the 
belief that nothing created of God was more 
chaste, more pure, more innocent, and in fine 
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more removed in all respects from every stain 
and spot of sin, than that Virgin ; for, as never 
at any time has she owned anything in common 
with the infernal spirits and their ruler, the 
Devil, so neither with anything that offended 
God, or was condemned by Him." * 

Another equally notable and able Christian 
writer, Cornelius a Lapide, whose Commentaries 
are had in honour and constant use by so many 
true believers, wrote as follows on the Sinless 
Conception and perfect purity of Mary. How 
largely his researches and conclusions have 
been generally adopted throughout the Church 
Universal can only be known to those who 
have made constant and systematic use of the 
same. 

"This perfect purity altogether became the 
Mother of God. For, who can believe that she 
was at any time the servant of sin and a child 
of the Devil? . . . She, therefore, in Her 
Conception received perfect sanctity, while by 
the Incarnation she obtained a great increase 
of holiness from the Majesty of Her Christ. 
And this is intimated by the expression ' she 
shone,' which the Septuagint translates, i&Xafnrev 

* " Dogmata Theologica," lib. xiv. cap. 2. n. 10. 
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<W9 0e77w t that is, ( she shone like brightness 
itself/ In other words this sanctity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, upon conceiving Christ— 
though in Her own Conception she had already 
received its brightness, — obtained from Him an 
illustrious addition of splendour and brilliancy ; 
insomuch that she who before was bright .iud 
refulgent, now shone with a superlative glory, 
yea, even with the brilliancy of lightning 
itself/' * 

Bishop Lancelot Andrewes (a.d. 1605-1626), 
upholding the tradition, wrote as follows : — 

" Making mention of the all-holy, immaculate 
and more-than-blessed Mary, Mother of God 
and always- Virgin." t 

The following is from a notable treatise on 
the Blessed Virgin from a lay-member of the 
Church of England, Anthony Stafford, a.d. 
1635, evidencing the direct influence of that 
great prelate, Archbishop Laud : — 

" There were some no doubt of Gratitude's 
children, who lay prostrate before her, and did 

* " Commentary on the Prophet Ezekiel," by Cornelius a 
Lapide, chapter xliii. 

f Bishop Lancelot Andrewes 1 Devotions — " Prayers for Thurs- 
day," p. 33. London : 1672. 
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homage to their sweetest Lady, who might 
better be called the Mother of the Living than 
Eve, since she, like a Murdresse, gave her 
children death ere birth; and defaced those 
Images whereon God had set his owne stampe. 
• . . Had our blessed one supplied her roome 
in Paradise, the forbidden fruit had perchance- 
been yet untasted, and man uncursed ; for she 
was altogether void of curiosity proper to that 
weaker sexe, and the very bane of it. Our 
dearest Princesse therefore was deservedly a 
Queene ere borne, receiv'd a Crowne sooner 
than light, and found her throne seated upon 
the threshold of life. And what Crowne was 
she presented with ? Not one to compose 
which the East and the West joyned their 
treasures, but a Crowne in the making whereof 
every virtue and all the Graces had a hand. 
Nor did any vaine Mortall place it on her 
sacred Temples, but God Himselfe, who thought 
nothing too deare, nor omitted any ornament 
that might embellish this goodly edifice, 
wherein Himself meant to reside. Having thus 
adorn'd and honour'd her He plac'd her in this 
lower world for the good and admiration of all, 
for the conversation of a few. Though borne 
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on earth she lived here like a Native of 
Heaven," * 

Bishop Joseph Hall, of Exeter and Norwich, 
(a.d. 1627-1656), after summing up evidence 
on the subject of a most distinct and definite 
character ; and this, too, at a period when the 
old systematic theology remained still in vogue, 
invoked Our Lady thus :— 

" Blessed Mary, he cannot bless Thee, he 
cannot honour Thee too much, that deifies Thee 
not." t 

John Pearson, Bishop of Chester (a,d. 1673- 

1686), in his treatise on the Nicene Creed, 
therein enshrined a tradition which had never 
been lost, even during the Tudor Revolutions 
nor the grave disasters of the Great Kebellion. 
Here are his words : — 

" We believe the Mother of our Lord to have 
been not only before and after His Nativity, but 
also for ever the most Immaculate and Blessed 
Virgin. For although it may be thought 
sufficient as to the mystery of the Incarnation, 

* "The Femall Glory, or the Life and Death of our Blessed 
Lady, the Holy Virgin Mary, God's own Immaculate Mother.' , 
By Anth. Stafford, Gent., pp. 17-19. London: 1635. 

t " Contemplations," vol. i. p. 113, Ed. S.P.C.K. London: 1842. 
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that, when our Saviour was conceived and born, 
His Mother was a Virgin, though whatsoever 
should have followed after could have no re- 
flective operation upon the first-fruit of Her 
Womb ; though there be no farther mention in 
the creed, than that He was 4 born of the Virgin 
Mary ' 5 y e * the peculiar eminency and un- 
paralleled privilege of that Mother, the special 
honour and reverence due unto that Son, and 
ever paid by her, the regard of that Holy Ghost 
who came upon her, and the power of the 
Highest which overshadowed Her, the singular 
goodness and piety of Joseph to whom she was 
espoused, have persuaded the Church of God in 
all ages to believe that she still continued in 
the same Virginity, and therefore is to be 
acknowledged the Ever- Virgin. As if the gates 
of the Sanctuary in the prophet Ezekiel were 
to be understood of her — ' This gate shall be 
shut, it shall not be opened, and no man shall 
enter in by it : because the Lord the God of 
Israel hath entered in by it, therefore it shall 
be shut ' " (p. 213). See also subsequently pp. 219 
and 221: " It was necessary we should believe 
our Saviour conceived and born of such a 
woman as was a most pure and Immaculate 
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Virgin." . . , Mary, " after the natural time 
other women, brought Him forth as Her 
born Son, continuing still a most pure 
Immaculate Virgin. u * 

And the following is a remarkable testimony 
from a well-known and popular commentator, 
Francis Lambert, when dealing with the early 
portion of the holy Gospel according to St. 
Luke 

" Those who will have this to be the sword 
of infidelity, are not to be hearkened to; for 
(besides that they can produce no proof of this 
their opinion) it is contradictory to the text, 
most rash and most untrue. How can it be 
that the Sword of Infidelity should penetrate 
the breast of God's Sacred Mother, unto which 
Infidelity never made the least impression. 
From the beginning her faith was most firm 
and intire. Let therefore those blasphemies 
and wicked slanders of carnal men be put to 
silence. I will attribute nothing to the Blessed 
Virgin but what I read in Holy Writ, where she 
is pronounced Blessed because she believed. 
We have many testimonies of her Faith, but 



* " An Exposition of the Creed," by John Pearson, D.D. In two 
volumes. Oxford : 1847. 



of the Mother of God. 



125 



of her infidelity not one word is extant in the 
Holy Scriptures." * 

Bishop Hickes, from another standing point, 
dwells on Our Lady's sinlessness and purity, 
in the following passages : — 

" We may be assured from the holiness of 
God the Son, the Eternal Word of the Father," 
wrote Doctor Hickes, " that He would not take 
upon Him the seed of Abraham, nor deign to 
be conceived in the womb of any woman but 
of such an one who was a vessel of honour, in 
whom the Spirit of God did dwell, and whose 
very body was the temple of the Holy Ghost, 
. . . who surely must have been as pure as 
He was pure and holy; nor could she be 
deceived and led away by the Serpent, whose 
Seed was to bruise the Serpent's head." t 

And again : — 

" If the names of other saints are distinguished 
in miniature, hers ought to shine with gold; 
especially if we consider that she of all the 
daughters of Israel had the honour to be chosen 
by the Holy Trinity for the Mother of God. 

* " In Exposit Evan. S. Lucae," cap. ii. 

t 44 Safeguards,' ' quoting Doctor Hickes, vol. ii. pp. 288-290. 
London : 1851. 
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What shall be done to the woman whom the 
King of Kings delighteth to honour? Certainly, 
if we were to hold our peace, and refuse to 
praise Her among women, the very stones of 
the Church would cry out of the wall, and the 
beam out of the timber would answer it. If 
what the woman did who poured forth a box 
of precious ointment upon the head of our 
Saviour was to be spoken of as a memorial of 
her wheresoever the Gospel was preached 
throughout the whole world, surely that Most 
Blessed Virgin, who had the honour to bring 
forth and educate the Son of God, ought to 
have a festival, and be mentioned with all due 
reverence and esteem in all the Churches of 
the Saints." * 

The following writer, though he goes no 
further than to argue that the Sinless Con- 
ception should be tolerated as a reasonable 
and pious opinion, deserves consideration : — 

"If any think it is more honourable for the 
Blessed Virgin to have been without sin, and 
thereupon for his part do rather think that by 
special prerogative she also was preserved from 
original corruption, in this or such like, who- 

* " Safeguards," vol. ii. p. 292. 
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soever will condemn all those that are not 
persuaded as we are, committeth an uncharitable 
part towards those his brethren." * 

A Fellow of Brasenose College, Oxford, Mr. 
Buerdsell, — who was evidently in sympathy 
doctrinally with the Nonjurors, — goes beyond 
the position just quoted, in the following 
passage from his " Discourses " : — 

" Nor is the Divine Word styl'd God, because 
He was bom after a Divine manner, above the 
Laws of Nature, of a spotless Virgin. For then 
S. John Baptist, who* was born after as 
wonderful a manner in some sence, as our 
Saviour, might be said to be God. For the 
Nativity of both being miraculous, and Miracles 
as springing from an equal Power being equal, 
it cannot be lookt on as a greater Miracle that 
Mary should conceive, than Elizabeth. 1 ' t 

A late Dean of Chichester, Mr. Burgon, 
wrote I as follows : — 

" Is it possible to feel too much reverence for 
one whom the ' Ancient of Days ' singled out 

* 44 Treatise Tending to Purification/ • by Benny, sec. xvii. p. 104. 

t " Discourses and Essays on Several Subjects," by J. Buerdsell, 
M.A., Fellow of Brasenose College, Oxon, p. 8. Oxford : 1700. 

I 44 Short Sermons," by Rev. J. W. Burgon, B.D. (subsequently 
Dean of Chichester). Parker : Oxford. 
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from all His creatures for so great, so un- 
paralleled an honour? More than that } you 
should seek to realize the solemn truth that 
in Her the act of our first Mother was in a 
manner reverted; and the penalty done away: 
that in Her person we behold a Woman bringing 
joy to the whole human race ; as in the person 
of Eve we behold a woman bringing a perpetual 
heritage of woe. This is no mere historical fact, 
much less a mere theological speculation/' 

Mrs. Jameson, who has studied the principles 
and details of Christian Art both abroad and 
at home, and sets forth the instinctive convic- 
tion of old and renowned Christian artists, wrote 
thus : — 

" From the time that the heresy of Nestorius 
had been condemned, it was not enough to 
advocate her excelling virtue and stainless 
purity as a mere human being. It was con- 
tended that, having been predestined from the 
beginning as the Woman through whom the 
divine nature was made manifest on earth, she 
must be presumed to be exempt from all sin, 
even from that original taint inherited from 
Adam. Through the first Eve we had all died; 
through the second Eve we had all been made 
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alive. Nothing was impossible to God. It was 
therefore in His power to cause His Mother to 
come absolutely pure and immaculate into the 
world. Being in His power, can any earnest 
worshipper of the Virgin doubt for a moment 
that, for one so favoured, it would not be done ? 
Such was the reasoning of our forefathers ; and, 
the premisses granted, who shall then call it 
illogical or irreverent ? " * 

The convictions already set forth and defended 
directly tend not simply to the honour and 
dignity of our Blessed Lady, but to that of our 
adorable Lord. For it is impossible to reverence 
the Mother apart from the Son. She is rever- 
enced because she is the Mother of the Son of 
God, who, by His Cross and Passion ransomed 
and redeemed a fallen world. Where this has 
been forgotten or rejected, the doctrine of the 
Incarnation has been lost or repudiated, or 
made to fade away. Thus those nations which 
revolted from authority in the sixteenth century, 
including our own — though there are widely- 
differing degrees of error rampant — one and all 
are seen to lack the fulness of Christian doctrine 
and the perfect unity of Faith. 

v- « Legends of the Madonna," p. 48. London : 1864. 
10 
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Many more testimonies from Christian writers 
might have been provided — some of which, 
however, would have been found to have been 
only repetitions in sentiment and sometimes in 
actual words of those already set forth. Wale, 
as to the personal arguments for and against the 
doctrine in question, as the position that for 
many generations it unquestionably remained an 
open question, is throughout admitted, the 
setting- forth of such arguments would have 
not only heavily burdened this essay, but have 
been a work of supererogation. 

A few reflections upon the honour due unto 
Our Lady's Name and Office, and the writer has 
done. 

Although of late and in ordinary parlance the 
term " worship " has been confined to Almighty 
God, yet anciently it bore a more extended 
significance, and was thus generally applied. In 
a lower sense it meant reverence, honour, and 
respect. Man's apprehension and understanding 
enabled him to judge of the worth and dignity 
of the person honoured ; while his will deter- 
mined his external conduct in harmony with 
such understanding. Then outward acts ne- 
cessarily . and naturally followed from inward 
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respect. Such are but the consequences of the 
necessities of our nature. Some persons known 
in the life of a nation are preferred before others. 
Heroes, good, great and grand men, are always 
properly honoured. These acts of honour are a 
kind of worship, of which, however, there are 
several kinds. Such, however, may be roughly 
divided into two — civil or secular, and religious. 
By the former, men honour the natural merits 
and deeds in the natural order : byjthe latter 
they pay due tribute to an exhibition of the 
results of supernatural gifts and graces. States- 
men, poets, patriots, warriors come under the 
first category: saintly rulers, faithful prelates, 
and soldiers of the cross under* the second. In 
both cases public monuments, statues, busts 
and institutions are set up in honour of those 
worshipped; museums and public edifices for 
the first-named : churches, shrines and religious 
houses and confraternities for the second. 

To decline to honour the saints, because such 
honour would derogate from the majesty and 
honour of the Almighty, is to indicate gross 
ignorance : for, in a very true and proper sense, 
all honour and glory are directly due to God, 
while any such honour rendered to any creature 
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— patriot or saint — apart from God, is directly 
dishonouring to Him. In God and to God and 
for God the honour and worship given to His 
saints is not only entirely reasonable, but per- 
fectly right. For, as the supernatural is abo* 
and beyond the natural, so the worship of God's 
saints is more elevated and elevating than the 
honour justly done to any men upon a lower 
plane or platform. Of these saints the sinless 
Mother of God by His divine decree is the chief 
and Queen, 

As has now been shown, the doctrine of h 
Sinless Conception has been held from the be- 
ginning; though, until Authority decreed its 
truth and proclaimed the fact, disputes have 
constantly taken place regarding it. That 
Authority, — like a granite rock, upon which the 
waves break wildly, to find it still solid and 
stately when the storms have ceased, — will 
remain until the coming again of the Son of 
Man ; though the waters of strife rage and the 
tempests of heretical fury continue to swell 
fiercely around its wave-beaten but solid and 
secure basis. 
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ilPOSTOLICAL Letters of our Most 
Holy Lord Pius IX., by Divine Pro- 
vidence Pope, concerning the Dogmatic 
Definition of The Sinless Conception of The 
Virgin Mother of God. 

Pius, Bishop, Servant of the servants of God. 
For a perpetual remembrance. 

The Ineffable God, whose ways are mercy and 
truth, whose will is omnipotence, and whose 
wisdom reacheth powerfully from one end to the 
other, and sweetly ordereth all things, when He 
foresaw from all eternity the most sorrowful ruin 
of the whole human race to follow from the 
transgression of Adam, and in a mystery hidden 
from ages determined by the Incarnation of the 
Word to complete, in a more hidden sacrament, 
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the first 'work of His goodness ; so that man, led 
into sin by the craft of diabolical iniquity, should 
not perish contrary to His merciful design j and 
that what was about to befall in the first Adam 
should be more happily restored in the Second j 
— from the beginning and before the ages were, 
chose and ordained a Mother for His o 
begotten Son, of whom made flesh, He sh 
be bom in the blessed fulness of time, and He 
loved Her above all other creatures, and in Her 
alone He pleased Himself with a most benign 
complacency. Wherefore, far before all the 
Angelic Spirits and all the Saints, He so won- 
derfully endowed Her with the abundance of all 
the heavenly gifts drawn from the treasure of 
divinity, that she might be ever free from every 
stain of sin, and all fair and perfect, and might 
possess that fulness of innocence and holiness 
than which, under God, none is greater, and 
which, except God, no one can reach even in 
thought. And indeed it was most becoming that 
She should be always adorned with the splendour 
of the most perfect holiness, and free even from 
the very stain of original sin, should gain a most 
complete triumph over the old serpent, — the 
Mother so venerable, to whom God the Father 
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gave His only Son, whom begotten and equal to 
Himself He loved as Himself, in such a manner 
that He would be by nature One and the Same 
common Son — of God the Father, and of the 
Virgin, and whom the Son Himself chose to 
make substantially His Mother, and from whom 
the Holy Ghost willed and operated that He 
would be conceived and born from whom He 
Himself proceeds. 

Which original innocence of the august Virgin 
agreeing completely with her admirable holiness, 
and with the most excellent dignity of the 
Mother of God, the Catholic Church, which, 
ever taught by the Holy Spirit, is the pillar and 
ground of the Truth, as possessing a doctrine 
divinely received, and comprehended in the 
deposit of heavenly revelation, has never ceased 
to lay down, to cherish, and to illustrate con- 
tinually by numerous proofs, and daily more and 
more by splendid facts. For this doctrine, 
flourishing from the most ancient times, and 
implanted in the minds of the faithful, and by 
the care and zeal of the holy Pontiffs wonder- 
fully propagated, the Church herself has most 
clearly pointed out when she did not hesitate to 
propose the Conception of the same Virgin for 
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the public devotion and veneration of the faith- 
ful. By which illustrious act she pointed out 
the Conception of the Virgin as singular, won^ 
derful, and very far removed from the origin of 
the rest of mankind, and to be venerated as 
entirely holy, since the Church celebrates festival 
days only of what is holy. And, therefore, the 
very words in which the Holy Scriptures speak 
of the Uncreated Wisdom and represent His 
eternal origin, she has been accustomed to use 
not only in the offices of the Church, but also in 
the holy Liturgy, and to apply to 
that Virgin, 

the same decree with the incarnation of the 
Divine Wisdom. 

But though all those things everywhere justly 
received amongst the faithful show with what 
zeal the Eoman Church, the Mother and Mistress 
of all Churches, has supported the doctrine of 
the Sinless Conception of the Virgin, yet the 
illustrious acts of this Church are evidently 
worthy that they should be reviewed by name ; 
since, so great is the dignity and authority of 
the same Church, and so much due to her who is 
the centre of Catholic Truth and Unity, in whom 
alone religion has been inviolably guarded, and 
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from whom it is right that all the Churches 
should receive the tradition of Faith. Thus the 
same Roman Church had nothing more at heart 
than to assert, to protect, to promote, and to 
vindicate in the most eloquent manner the 
Sinless Conception of the Virgin, its devotion, 
and doctrine, which fact so many illustrious acts 
of the Roman Pontiffs, our predecessors, most 
evidently and fully testify and declare, to whom 
in the person of the Prince of the Apostles was 
divinely committed by Christ our Lord the 
supreme care and power of feeding the lambs 
and sheep, of confirming the brethren, and of 
ruling and governing the universal Church. 

Indeed, Our predecessors vehemently gloried 
to institute in the Roman Church by their own 
Apostolic authority the Feast of the Conception, 
and to augment, ennoble, and promote with all 
their power the devotion thus instituted, by a 
proper Office and Liturgy, by which the pre- 
rogative of immunity from hereditary stain was 
most manifestly asserted; and to increase it 
either by indulgences granted, or by leave given 
to states, provinces, and kingdoms, that they 
might choose as their Patroness the Mother of 
God, under the title of Her Sinless Conception ; 
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or by approved confraternities, congregations, 
and religious societies, instituted in honour of 
the Sinless Conception ; or by praises given to 
the piety of those who have erected monasteries, 
hospitals, or churches, under the title of the 
Sinless Conception, or who have bound them- 
selves by a religious vow to defend strenuously 
the Sinless Conception of the Mother of God, 
Above all , they were happy to ordain that the 
Feast of the Conception should be celebrated 
throughout the whole Church as that of 
Nativity ; and, in fine, that it should 
brated with an Octave in the Church universal, 
and be placed in the rank of festivals which are 
commanded to be kept holy by all ; also that a 
Pontificial function should be celebrated yearly 
in Our Patriarchal Liberian Basilica on the day 
sacred to the Conception of the Virgin ; desiring 
to cherish daily more and more in the minds of 
the faithful this doctrine of the Sinless Concep- 
tion of the Mother of God, and to excite their 
piety to the worship and veneration of the 
Virgin conceived without original sin, the}' have 
gladly given leave that in the Litany of Loreto 
and in the Preface of the Liturgy itself should 
be proclaimed the Sinless Conception of the 
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same Virgin, and that thus the law of faith 
should be established by the law of prayer. We 
ourselves, treading in the footsteps of so many 
Predecessors, have not only received and approved 
what had been most wisely and piously estab- 
lished and appointed by them, but also, mindful 
of the institution of Sixtus IV., we have 
appointed by Our authority a proper Office 
of the Sinless Conception, and with a most 
joyful mind have granted the use of it to the 
Church universal. 

But since those things which pertain to wor- 
ship are evidently bound by an intimate chord to 
its object, and cannot remain fixed and deter- 
mined, if that be doubtful and remain in 
uncertainty, our predecessors, the Roman Pon- 
tiffs, increasing with all their care the devotion 
of the Conception, studied most especially to 
declare and inculcate its object and doctrine ; 
for they taught clearly and openly that the 
festival was celebrated for the Conception of the 
Virgin, and they condemned as false and most 
foreign to the intention of the Church the 
opinion of those who considered and affirmed 
that it was not the Conception itself, but the 
sanctification, to which devotion was paid by the 
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Church. Nor did they think of treating more 
leniently those who, in order to weaken the 
doctrine of the Sinless Conception, drawing a 
distinction between the first and second instant 
of the Conception j asserted that the Conception 
was, indeed, celebrated, but not its first moment ; 
for Our predecessors themselves thought it their 
duty to protect and defend with all possible zeal 
both the Feast of the Conception of the Most 
Blessed Virgin, and the Conception at the first 
instant as the true object of worship. Hence 
the words in which Alexander VI L declared the 
intention of the Church, saying, " Certainly, it 
is the ancient piety of the faithful of Christ 
towards His Most Blessed Mother the Virgin 
Mary, believing that her soul, in the first instant 
of its creation and infusion into the body, was by 
a special grace and privilege of God, in virtue of 
the merits of Jesus Christ her Son the Redeemer 
of mankind, preserved free from the stain of 
original sin, and in this sense they keep and 
celebrate with solemn rite the Festival of Her 
Conception." * 

Our predecessors thought it their duty to 

* Alexander VII. (Fabio Chigi,A.D. 1655-16G7), Const. Sollicitudo 
omnium ecclesiarum. Viii Deceinbris, 10G1. 
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preserve from contention the doctrine of the 
Sinless Conception of the Mother of God ; and 
guarded and protected it with all care and zeal. 
For not only have they never suffered this 
doctrine to be censured or traduced in any way, 
but have gone much farther, and in clear decla- 
rations upon repeated occasions have proclaimed 
that the doctrine in which we confess the Sinless 
Conception of the Virgin is, of its own merit, to 
be had in veneration, that it is of ancient and 
almost universal belief, which the Roman Church 
has undertaken to cherish and protect, and, above 
all, worthy to be placed in its sacred liturgy and 
solemn prayers. Nor content with this, in order 
that the doctrine of the Sinless Conception of 
the Virgin should remain inviolate, they have 
most severely prohibited the opinion adverse to 
this doctrine to be defended either in public or 
private, and they have wished to destroy it, as it 
were, by repeated wounds. To which reiterated 
and most clear declarations, lest such might 
appear empty, they added a sanction, all which 
things Our illustrious predecessor, Alexander I., 
embraced in these words : — 

" Considering that the Holy Roman Church 
solemnly celebrates the Festival of the Concep- 
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favour of the Festival of the same Virgin Mother 
of God, celebrated according to that pious belief 
which is recited above ; and We command that 
it shall be observed under the censures and 
penalties contained in the same constitutions. 

" And against all and each of those who try 
to interpret the aforesaid constitutions or decrees 
so that they may frustrate the favour shown 
through these to the said belief, and to the fes- 
tival or worship celebrated according to it, or 
who try to bring into dispute the same belief 
festival, or worship, or against these in any 
matter, either directly or indirectly, and on any 
pretext, even that of examining the grounds of 
defining it, or of explaining or interpreting the 
Sacred Scriptures, or the Holy Fathers or 
Doctors ; in fine, who should dare, under any 
pretext or on any occasion whatsoever, to say 
either in writing, or by word of mouth to preach, 
to treat, to dispute, by determining or asserting 
anything against these, or by bringing arguments 
against them, and leaving these arguments 
unanswered, or by expressing dissent in any 
other possible manner, besides the punishments 
and censures contained in the constitutions of 
Sixtus IV., we desire to add, and by these pre- 
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Bents do add, that they should be deprived ipso 
facto , and without other declaration, of the 
faculty of preaching, of reading in public, or 
teaching and interpreting, and also of their voice, 
whether active or passive, in elections; fir: 
which censures they cannot be absolved, nor 
obtain dispensation, unless from Us, or Our suc- 
cessors, the Iioman Pontiffs ; likewise We wish 
to subject, and hereby do subject, the sam 
persons to other penalties to be inflicted at 
will, and at that of the same Roman Pontiffs 
Our Successors, renewing the constitutions o 
decrees of Paul V. and Gregory XV., above 
mentioned. 

" And We prohibit, under the penalties and 
censures contained in the Index of Prohibited 
Books, and We will and declare to be esteemed 
prohibited ipso facto, and without other declara- 
tion, books in which the aforesaid belief and the 
festival or devotion celebrated according to it is 
recalled into dispute, or in which anything what- 
ever is written or read against these, or lectures, 
sermons, treatises, and disputations against the 
same, published after the decree above eulogized 
of Paul V., or to be published at any future 
time." 
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All are aware with how much zeal this 
doctrine of the Sinless Conception of the 
Mother of God has been handed down, asserted, 
and propagated by the most distinguished Keli- 
gious Orders, the most celebrated theological 
academies, and the most eminent Doctors of the 
science of Divinity. All know likewise how 
anxious have been the Bishops openly and 
publicly to profess, even in the Ecclesiastical 
assemblies themselves, that the Most Holy 
Mother of God, the Virgin Mary, by virtue of 
the merits of Christ our Lord, the Saviour of 
mankind, never lay under original sin, but was 
preserved free from the stain of guilt, and was 
thus redeemed in a more sublime manner. To 
which, lastly, is added this fact, most grave and, 
in an especial manner, most important of all, 
that the Council of Trent itself, when it pro- 
mulgated the dogmatic decree concerning 
original sin, in which, according to the testi- 
monies of the Holy Scriptures, of the Holy 
Fathers, and of the most approved councils, it 
determined and defined that all mankind are born 
under original sin ; solemnly declared, however, 
that it was not its intention to include in the 
decree itself, and in the fulness of its definition, 

11 
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wisely treating ancient things, so studies to limit 
and perfect their expression, that these ancient 
doctrines of heavenly faith may receive evidence, 
light, distinction, but may still retain their 
fulness, integrity, and propriety, and may 
increase only in their own kind, that is, in the 
same sense, and the same belief. 

The Fathers and writers of the Church, taught 
by the heavenly writings, had nothing more at 
heart, in the books written to explain the Scrip- 
tures, to vindicate the doctrines, and to instruct 
the faithful, than emulously to declare and 
exhibit in many and wonderful ways the Virgin's 
most high sanctity, dignity, and freedom from 
all stain of original sin, and Her renowned 
victory over the most foul enemy of the human 
race. Wherefore, repeating the words in which, 
at the beginning of the world, the Almighty, 
announcing the Remedies of His mercy, prepared 
for regenerating mankind, crushed the boldness 
of the lying Serpent, and wonderfully raised up 
the hope of our race, saying " I will put enmity 
between thee and the Woman, between thy seed 
and her seed " — they taught that in this Divine 
oracle was clearly and openly pointed out the 
merciful Redeemer of the human race — the only- 
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begotten Son of God, Christ Jesus, and that his 
Most Blessed Mother the Virgin Mary, was desig- 
nated, and at the same time that the enmity of 
both against the serpent was signally expressed. 
Wherefore, as Christ, the Mediator of God and 
of men, having assumed human nature, blotting 
out the handwriting of the decree which stood 
against us, nailed it triumphantly to the Cross, 
so the Most Holy Virgin, bound by a most 
intimate and indissoluble chain to Him, exer- 
cising with Him and through Him eternal 
enmity against tho malignant serpent, and 
triumphing most fully over the same, has 
crushed his head with Her sinless heel. 

This illustrious and singular triumph of the 
Virgin, and Her most exalted innocence, purity 
and holiness, Her freedom from all stain of sin, 
and ineffable abundance of all heavenly graces, 
virtues and privileges, the same fathers beheld 
in that ark of Noah which, divinely appointed, 
escaped safe and sound from the common ship- 
wreck of the whole world ; also in that ladder 
which Jacob beheld reaching from earth to 
Heaven, by whose steps the Angels of God 
ascended and descended, on whose top leaned 
God himself ; also in the bush which in the holy 
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place, Moses beheld burning on every side, and 
amidst the crackling flames neither consumed 
nor undergoing the least injury ; also in that 
tower unassailable in the face of an enemy, from 
which depend a thousand bucklers and all the 
armour of the brave ; also in that garden fenced 
round about, which cannot be violated nor cor- 
rupted by any schemes of fraud ; also in that 
brilliant city of God, whose foundations are in 
the holy hills ; also in that most august temple 
of God, which, shining with divine light, is filled 
with the glory of God ; likewise in many other 
things in which the Fathers have handed down, 
that the exalted dignity of the Mother of God, 
and her spotless innocence and holiness, ob- 
noxious to blemish, have been signally pre- 
announced. 

To describe the same fulness, as it were, of 
Divine gifts, and the original integrity of the 
Virgin of whom Jesus was born, the same 
Fathers, using the eloquence of the Prophets, 
celebrate the august Virgin as the spotless dove, 
the holy Jerusalem, the exalted throne of God, 
the ark and house of sanctification, which 
Eternal Wisdom built for itself ; and as that 
Queen who, abounding in delights and leaning 
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upon Her beloved, came forth entirely perfect 
from the mouth of the Most High, fair and most 
dear to God, and never stained with the least 
spot. But when the same Fathers and the 
writers of the Church revolved hr their 
and minds that the Most Blessed Virgin, in 
name and by the order of God Himself, 
proclaimed full of grace by the Angel Gabriel, 
when announcing Her most sublime dignity of 
Mother of God, they taught that, by this 
singular and solemn salutation, never 
upon any other occasion, is shown 
Mother of God is the seat of all Divine graces, 
and adorned with all the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost — yea, the infinite storehouse and inex- 
haustible abyss of the same gifts ; so that, never 
obnoxious to an evil word, and alone with Her 
Son partaker of perpetual benediction, -She 
deserved to hear from Elizabeth, inspired by 
the Holy Ghost, " Blessed art thou amongst 
women, and blessed is the Fruit of thy womb." 

Hence it is the clear and unanimous opinion 
of the same that the Most Glorious Virgin, for 
whom He who is mighty has done great things, 
has shone with such a brilliancy of all heavenly 
gifts, such fulness of grace and such innocence, 
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that She has been an ineffable miracle of the 
Almighty, yea, the crown of all miracles, and 
worthy Mother of God, that She approaches as 
nearly to God as created nature can do, and is 
exalted above all human and angelic eulogies. 

And therefore, to vindicate the original 
innocence and righteousness of the Mother of 
God, they not only compared Her to Eve while 
yet a virgin, as yet innocent, as yet incorrupt, 
and not then deceived by the deadly snares of 
the most treacherous serpent ; but have extolled 
Her with a wonderful variety of thought and 
expression. For Eve, miserably obeying the 
serpent, fell from original innocence, and became 
his slave ; but the Most Blessed Virgin, con- 
tinually increasing Her original gift, not only 
never bent an ear to the serpent, but by a virtue 
divinely received utterly broke his power. 

Wherefore, they have never ceased to call the 
Mother of God the Lily amongst the thorns, 
ground entirely unbroken, Virgin undefiled, sin- 
less, ever-blessed, and free from all contagion of 
sin, from which was formed the new Adam, a 
reproachless, most sweet paradise of innocence, 
immortality, and delights planted by God Him- 
self, and fenced from all snares of the malignant 
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serpent, incorruptible Branch which the worm 
of sin hath never injured ; Fountain ever clear, 
and sealed by the virtue of the Holy Ghost, a 
most Divine Temple, or Treasure of immortality, 
or the sole and only Daughter not of Death but 
of Life, the Seed not of enmity but of grace, 
which, by the singular providence of God, has 
always flourished , budding from a corrupt and 
infected root, contrary to settled and ordinary 
laws- But as if these testimonies, though most 
splendid, were not sufficient, they proclaimed in 
proper and defined opinions that when sin 
should be treated of, no question should be 
entertained concerning the Holy Virgin Mary, 
to whom an abundance of grace was given to 
conquer sin completely. They also declared 
that the Most Glorious Virgin was the restorer 
of Her parents, the vivifier of posterity, chosen 
from the ages, prepared for Himself by the 
Most High, predicted by God when He said to 
the serpent, " I will put enmity between thee 
and the Woman," who undoubtedly has crushed 
the poisonous head of the same serpent, and 
therefore they affirm that the same Blessed 
Virgin was through grace perfectly free from 
every stain of sin, and from all contagion of 
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body, soul, and mind, and, always conversant 
with God and united with Him in an eternal 
covenant, was never in darkness but always 
in light, and therefore was plainly a meet 
habitation for Christ, not on account of Her 
bodily estate, but on account of original grace. 

To these things are added the noble words in 
which, speaking of the Conception of the Virgin, 
they have testified that Nature yielded to Grace 
and stood trembling, not being able to proceed 
farther ; for it was to be that the Virgin Mother 
of God should not be conceived by Anna before 
grace should bear fruit. For She ought thus to 
be conceived as the first-born, from whom should 
be conceived the First-Born of every creature. 
They have testified that the flesh of the Virgin, 
taken from Adam, did not admit the stains of 
Adam, and on this account that the Most 
Blessed Virgin was the Tabernacle created by 
God Himself, formed by the Holy Spirit, truly 
enriched with purple which they knew Bezaleel 
made, adorned and woven with gold ; and that 
this same Virgin is, and is deservedly, celebrated, 
as She who was the first and peculiar work of 
God, concealed from the fiery weapons of evil, 
fair by nature, and free from all stain, came into 
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the world all shining like the morn in her Sinless 
Conception ; nor, truly, was it right that this 
Vessel of Election should be assailed by common 
injuries, since, differing much from others, she 
had community with them only in their nature, 
not in their fault. 

Par more, it was right that, as the Only 
Begotten had a Father in Heaven whom the 
Seraphim extol as thrice holy, so He should 
have a Mother on the earth, who never should 
lack the splendour of holiness. And this doc- 
trine, indeed, so filled the minds and souls of 
our forefathers, that a marvellous and singular 
form of speech prevailed with them, in which 
they very frequently called the Mother of God 
sinless and wholty sinless, innocent and most 
innocent, spotless, holy, and most distant from 
every stain of sin, all pure, all perfect, the 
Type and Model of purity and innocence, more 
beautiful than beauty, more gracious than grace, 
more holy than holiness, alone holy and most 
pure in soul and body, who has surpassed all 
perfectitude and all virginity, and has become 
the dwelling-place of all the graces of the Most 
Holy Spirit, and who, God alone excepted, is 
superior to all, and by nature fairer, more 
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beautiful, and more holy than the Cherubim 
and Seraphim ; She, whom all the tongues of 
Heaven and earth do not suffice to extol. No 
one is ignorant that these forms of speech 
have spontaneously passed, as it were, into the 
monuments of most holy Liturgy and Offices of 
the Church, and that they occur often in them ; 
since the Mother of God is invoked and named 
in them as a spotless Dove of beauty, as a Rose 
ever blooming and perfectly pure, ever spotless 
and ever blessed, and is celebrated as Innocence 
which was never wounded, and as a second Eve 
who brought forth Emmanuel. 

It is no wonder, then, if the Pastors of the 
Church and the faithful have daily more and 
more gloried to profess with so much piety and 
fervour this doctrine of the Sinless Conception 
of the Virgin Mother of God, pointed out in the 
Holy Scripture, according to the judgment of 
the Fathers, handed down in so many mighty 
testimonies of the same, expressed and cele- 
brated in so many illustrious monuments of 
revered antiquity, and proposed, and with great 
piety confirmed by the greatest and highest 
judgment of the Church ; so that nothing would 
be more dear or more pleasing to the same than 
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everywhere to venerate, invoke, and proclaim 
the Virgin Mother of God conceived without 
original stain, Wherefore from ancient 
the Princes of the Church, Ecclesiastics, and 
even emperors and kings themselves, have 
earnestly entreated of this Apostolic See that 
the Sinless Conception of the Most Holy Mother 
of God should be defined as a dogma of Catholic 
faith. Which entreaties were renewed also in 
these Our times, and especially were addressed 
to Gregory XVL, Our predecessor of happy 
memory, and to Ourselves, not only by Bishops, 
but by Secular Clergy, Keligious Orders, and 
the greatest princes and faithful peoples. 

Therefore with singular joy of mind, well 
knowing all these things, and seriously con- 
sidering them, scarcely had We, though un- 
worthy, been raised by a mysterious dispensation 
of Divine Providence to the exalted Chair of 
Peter, and undertaken the government of the 
whole Church, than, following the veneration, 
piety, and love We had entertained for the 
Blessed Virgin from Our tender years, had 
nothing at heart more than to accomplish all 
these things which as yet were amongst the 
ardent wishes of the Church, that the honour 
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of the Most Blessed Virgin should be increased, 
and Her prerogatives should shine with a fuller 
light. But wishing to bring this to full 
maturity, We appointed a special congregation 
of our Venerable Brethren the Cardinals of the 
Holy Koman Church, illustrious by their piety, 
wisdom, and knowledge of the sacred sciences, 
and We also selected Ecclesiastics, both Secular 
and Kegular, well trained in theological studies, 
most carefully to weigh all those things which 
relate to the Sinless Conception of the Virgin, 
and report to us their opinion. And, although 
from the requests lately received by us for at 
length defining the Sinless Conception of the 
Virgin, the opinions of most of the Bishops of 
the Church were understood; yet We sent Ency- 
clical Letters, dated at Gaeta, the 2nd day of 
February, in the year 1849, to all Our Venerable 
Brethren the Bishops of the Catholic world, in 
order that, having offered prayers to God, they 
might signify to Us, in writing, what was the 
piety and devotion of their flocks towards the 
Sinless Conception of the Mother of God, and 
especially what the Bishops themselves thought 
about promulgating the Definition, or what they 
desired, in order that We might pronounce Our 
supreme judgment as solemnly as possible. 
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Sinless Conception of the Virgin Mother of 
God. 

Therefore, having full trust in the Lord that 
the fitting time had now come for defining the 
Sinless Conception of the Virgin Mary, Mother 
of God, which the Divine words, venerable 
tradition, the perpetual opinion of the Church, 
the singular agreement of Catholic Prelates and 
Faithful, and the signal acts and constitutions 
of Our predecessors wonderfully illustrate and 
proclaim ; having most diligently weighed all 
things, and poured forth to God constant and 
fervent prayers, We resolved that We would no 
longer delay to sanction and define, by Our 
supreme authority, the Sinless Conception of the 
Virgin, and thus to satisfy the most pious 
desires of the Catholic world and Our own piety 
towards the Most Holy Virgin, and, at the same 
time, to honour more and more the Only-Be- 
gotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, since what- 
ever honour and praise is given to the Mother 
redounds to the Son. 

Wherefore,* after We had unceasingly, in 

* The original Latin text of the above paragraph — the most 
essential and important of the whole instrument — stands thus : — 
"Quare postquam nunquam intermisimus in humilitate et je- 
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humility and fasting, offered Our own petitions 
and the public prayers of the Church to God 
the Father, through His Son, that He would 
deign to direct and confirm Our mind by the 
power of the Holy Ghost, and having implored 
the aid of the entire Heavenly Host, and in- 
voked the Paraclete with sighs, and He thus 
inspiring, to the honour of the Holy and un- 
divided Trinity, to the glory and adornment of 
the Virgin Mother of God, to the exaltation of 
the Catholic Faith and the increase of the 
Catholic religion, by the authority of Jesus 

junio privatas Nostras et publicas Ecolesiae preces Deo Patri per 
Filium Ejus offerre, ut Spiritus Sancti virtu te mentem Nostram 
dirigere, et oonfirmare dignaretur, implorato universae coelestis 
Curiae praesidio, et advooato cum gemitibus Paraclito Spiritu, eoque 
sic adspirante, ad honorem Sanctae et Iudividuae Trinitatis, ad decus 
et ornamentum Virginis Deiparae, ad exaltationem Fidei Catholicae, 
et Ghristianae Beligionis augmentum, auotoritate Domini Nostri 
Jesu Christi, beatorum apostolorum Petri et Pauli ao Nostri de- 
claramu8, pronuneiamus et definimus, doctrinam quae tenet, beatis- 
simam Virginem Mariam in primo instanti suae Conceptionis fuisse 
singulari omnipotentis Dei gratia et privilegio, intuitu meritorum 
Christi Jesu Salvatoris humani generis, ab omni originalis culpae 
labe praeservatam immunem, esse a Deo revelatam, atque idcirco 
ab omnibus fidelibus firmeter eonstanterque credendam. Qua- 
propter si qui seous ao a Nobis definitum est, quod Deus avertat, 
presumpserint corde sentire, ii noverint, ao porro sciant, se proprio 
judicio condemnatos, naufragium circa fidem passos esse, et ab 
Unit ate Ecolesiae deficisse, ac praeteria facto ipso suo semet poenis 
a jure statutis subjicere si quod corde sentiunt, verbo aut script 
vel alio quo vis externo modo significare ausi fuerint." 
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Christ our Lord, of the Blessed Apostles, Peter 
and Paul, We declare, pronounce, and define 
that the doctrine which holds that the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, at the first instant of her Concep- 
tion, by a singular privilege and grace of the 
Omnipotent God, in virtue of the merits of Jesus 
Christ, the Saviour of mankind, was preserved 
sinless from all stain of Original Sin, has been 
revealed by God, and therefore should be firmly 
and constantly believed by all the Faithful. 
Wherefore if any shall dare — which God avert 
— to think otherwise than as it has been defined 
by Us, let them know and understand that they 
are condemned by their own judgment, that 
they have suffered shipwreck of the faith, and 
have revolted from the unity of the Church ; 
and besides, by their own act they subject 
themselves to the penalties justly established if 
what they think they should dare to set forth 
by word, writing, or any other outward means. 

Our mouth is filled with joy and our tongue 
with gladness, and We return, and shall ever 
return, the most humble and greatest thanks to 
Jesus Christ Our Lord because through His sin- 
gular beneficence He has granted to Us, though 
unworthy, to ofiFer and decree this honour, glory, 
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heart, the afflicted consolation, and that all who 
are in error, their spiritual blindness being dis- 
sipated, may return to the path of truth and 
righteousness, and become One Flock and One 
Shepherd. 

Let all the children of the Church universal 
most dear to Us hear these Our words, and with 
a more ardent zeal of piety, religion, and love ; 
proceed to worship, invoke, and pray to the 
Most Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God, 
conceived without original sin; and let them 
fly with entire confidence to this most sweet 
Mother of Mercy and Grace in all dangers, 
difficulties, doubts and fears. For nothing is 
to be feared, and nothing is to be despaired of 
under Her guidance, under Her auspices, under 
Her favour, under Her protection, who, bearing 
towards us a Mother's love, and negotiating the 
work of our salvation, is solicitous for the whole 
human race, and appointed by God Queen of 
Heaven and Earth, and exalted above all the 
choirs of Angels and orders of Saints, standing 
at the Eight Hand of the Only Begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, intercedes most power- 
fully, and obtains what she asks, and cannot 
fail. 
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Finally, in order that this our definition of 
the Sinless Conception of the Most Blessed 
Virgin Mary may be brought to the knowledge 
of the universal Church, We will that these 
Apostolic Letters stand for a perpetual remem- 
brance of the same, commanding that to tran- 
scripts or printed copies, subscribed by the hand 
of some notary public, and authenticated by the 
seal of a person of ecclesiastical rank appointed 
for the purpose, the same trust shall be given 
which would be given to these presents if they 
were exhibited or shown. 

Let no man presume to infringe this Our 
declaration, pronunciation, and definition, or to 
oppose and contradict it with presumptuous 
rashness. If any should presume to assail it, let 
him know that he will incur the indignation 
of the Omnipotent God, and of His blessed 
Apostles Peter and Paul. 

Given at Eome, at Saint Peter's, in the year 
of the Incarnation of our Lord, mdcccliv., the 
sixth of the Ides of December, and the ninth 
year of Our Pontificate. 

PIUS P.P. IX. 
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